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Court  rejects 
referendum  on  Mass, 
gay  rights  law 

The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  rules  that  a 
religious  amendment  to  the  civil  rights 
legislation  exempts  the  law  from  the 
referendum  process 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
(SJC)  ruled  July  5  that  the  attempt  by 
homophobes  to  repeal  Massachusetts’  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Rights  Law  is  unconstitu¬ 
tional.  In  a  5-2  decision,  the  SJC  held  that 
the  law  cannot  be  the  subject  of  a  referen¬ 
dum  on  the  November  ballot  because  it  ex¬ 
empts  religious  organizations,  and  laws  per¬ 
taining  to  religious  matters  are  barred  from 
the  referendum  process. 

“This  is  fabulous,”  said  Kevin  Cathcart 
of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders  (GLAD),  which  filed  a  brief  in 
the  case.  “It’s  a  good  opinion.  And  it  gives 
us  the  opportunity  to  develop  case  law  on 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  cases,  to  show  people 
that  it’s  an  important  law,  and  one  worth 
fighting  for.  It  also  gives  us  time  to 
demonstrate  that  it  doesn’t  cause  society  to 
turn  on  its  head  in  the  way  [Family  First]  has 
been  saying  it  would,”  said  Cathcart. 

The  SJC  held  that  a  referendum  was  pro¬ 
hibited  under  article  48  of  the  Massachusetts 
constitution,  which  states  that  a  law  that 
“relates  to  religion,  religious  practices  or 
religious  institutions”  is  exempt  from  that 
process. 

Justices  J.  Nolan  and  J.  Lynch  dissented 
from  the  opinion  of  the  majority.  In  their 
dissent,  Nolan  and  Lynch  argued  that  the 
religious  amendment  is  a  smokescreen,  say¬ 
ing  that  public  debate  will  focus  on  sexual 
orientation,  not  on  whether  religious 
organizations  should  be  allowed  to 
discriminate. 

The  SJC  ruling  came  in  the  wake  of  a 
drawn-out  battle,  fought  mostly  in  the 
courts.  A  mere  24  hours  after  Gov.  Dukakis 
signed  the  bill  into  law  on  Nov.  15,  right- 
wing  opponents  began  to  form  an  organiza¬ 
tion,  Citizens  for  Family  First,  and  an¬ 
nounced  their  intent  to  repeal  the  new 
legislation.  Attorney  General  James  Shan¬ 
non  ruled  Dec.  7  that  the  law,  which  makes 
Massachusetts  the  second  state  in  the  coun¬ 
try  to  offer  civil  rights  protection  to  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  could  not  be  subject  to  a 
referendum  because  of  the  religious  exclu¬ 
sion.  Homophobes  sought  and  obtained  an 
injunction.  In  February,  they  filed  petitions 
that  contained  enough  signatures  to  begin 
the  referendum  process.  The  case  was 
argued  before  the  SJC  in  April. 

In  the  three  months  since  the  case  was 
presented  to  the  SJC,  activists  on  both  sides 
have  engaged  in  public  campaigning.  Family 
First,  the  organization  formed  to  oppose 
gay  rights,  fought  its  battle  mostly  on  AM 
radio,  buying  ads  and  appearing  on  talk 
shows. 

Lesbian  and  gay  activists  formed  a  steer¬ 
ing  committee,  composed  of  a  statewide 
coalition  of  lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
and  supporters,  including  the  League  of 


Women  voters  and  the  Civil  Liberties  Union 
of  Massachusetts.  A  second  group,  the  Pro¬ 
gressive  Caucus  of  the  Campaign  to  Defend 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights  Law,  held 
a  forum  to  discuss  grassroots  education 
strategies  for  the  campaign. 

In  addition,  while  the  law  has  been  in  ef-  , 
feet,  numerous  individuals,  lawyers,  and 
legal  organizations,  most  notably  GLAD, 
have  filed  complaints  with  the 
Massachusetts  Commission  Against 
Discrimination  about  discrimination  based 
on  sexual  orientation. 

The  battle  here  has  been  closely  watched 
by  gay  rights  advocates  nationally.  “The 
‘traditional  values’  movement  has  been 
dealt  a  serious  blow,”  said  Sue  Hyde  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  upon 
hearing  the  SJC  decision.  “Our  biggest  fear 
about  the  Massachusetts  referendum  was 
that  the  humanity  of  lesbian  and  gay  people 
would  be  on  trial. 

“But  the  bigotry  of  Family  First  was  their 
own  undoing,”  said  Hyde,  referring  to  the 
ironic  twist  that  it  was  a  right-wing  amend¬ 
ment  which  rendered  the  bill  unsuitable  for 
a  referendum.  “Today,  it  is  not  the  humani¬ 
ty  of  lesbian  and  gay  people  that  is  on  trial, 
but  the  transparently  hateful  agenda  of 
Family  First,”  she  said. 

When  the  decision  was  released,  the  steer¬ 
ing  committee  held  a  press  conference  the 
same  day  to  herald  the  ruling.  “The  people 
of  Massachusetts  will  be  spared  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  ugly  campaign  of  prejudice, 
misinformation,  and  fear  which  has  been 
waged  by  opponents  of  lesbian  and  gay  civil 
rights,”  the  committee  said  in  its  statement. 
“Without  today’s  SJC  ruling,  the  civil  rights 
of  a  minority  would  have  been  decided  at 
the  ballot  box  for  the  first  time.  This  would 
have  been  a  sobering  precedent;  one  can 
wonder  what  the  outcome  might  have  been 
had  civil  rights  in  the  South  been  decided  in 
voting  booths  in  the  1950s,”  concluded  the 
statement. 

“We  didn’t  struggle  for  17  years  to  win 
these  basic  rights,”  said  Arline  Isaacson,  co- 
chair  of  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Caucus,  “only  to  see  them  taken 
away  by  demagogues  of  hate  and  fear.” 

Some  activists,  however,  fear  that  the 
issue  of  a  repeal  could  be  reopened  in  1992. 
“The  good  news  is  that  it  will  definitely  not 
be  on  the  ballot  in  November,”  said 
Cathcart.  “The  bad  news  is  that  this  does 
not  mean  that  the  other  side  is  barred  from  a 
citizen’s  initiative  petition  in  1992.  If  they 
file  an  initiative  petition,  GLAD  will  fight  it. 
But,”  he  added,  “I’m  willing  to  worry 
about  that  in  1992.” 

Steve  Tierney  of  the  Caucus  noted  that 
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Fund  loses  majority  of 


staff  members 


New  York’s  Fund  for  Human  Dignity  continues  to  reel 
following  the  appointment  of  a  straight  man  as 
executive  director 


By  Deborah  Schwartz 

NEW  YORK  —  In  the  third  upheaval  in 
six  months,  12  of  the  13  remaining 
employees  at  the  Fund  for  Human  Dignity 
—  concluding  they  were  engaged  in 
“unethical  and  immoral  fundraising”  — 
ceased  work  on  June  1 1  and  subsequently 
received  notification  from  the  Fund’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  that  they  had  been  ter¬ 
minated. 

Less  than  three  months  after  the  con¬ 
troversial  appointment  of  Robert  Brading  as 
executive  director,  the  Fund  has  raised  over 
$64,000,  but  its  national  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Crisis  Line  remains  unstaffed,  its  Positive 
Images  educational  campaign  has  stalled, 
and  its  resource  center  —  in  the  words  of  a 
staff  member  —  is  “virtually  non-existent.” 

At  a  June  26  press  conference,  Fund 
employees  voiced  their  disillusionment  with 
an  organization  that  engaged  in  fundraising 
for  non-operative  programs  and  turned 
down  staff  requests  for  representation  on 
the  board.  Explained  Telemarketing  Direc¬ 
tor  Dave  Stickle,  “We  decided  we  couldn’t 
do  it....  There  is  a  limited  amount  of  gay 
and  lesbian  dollars  out  there,  and  we  no 
longer  felt  right  about  asking  the  communi¬ 
ty  to  fork  over  money  to  pay  for  programs 
that  just  weren’t  running.” 

A  majority  of  the  volunteers  who  answer 
calls  at  the  Crisis  Line  left  in  mid-March 
following  the  board  of  directors’  decision  to 
hire  Brading,  a  heterosexual  man  who  staff 
say  has  “no  experience”  in  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  As  of  June  2,  phones  have 
remained  completely  unstaffed,  and  this 
fact  has  been  a  major  point  of  friction  be¬ 
tween  staff  and  Brading. 

Staff  members  felt  they  were  deceiving 
donors  by  promoting  the  Crisis  Line  —  a 
major  service  provided  by  the  Fund  for  Human 
Dignity  —  which  for  months  only  offered  a 
taped  message  saying  the  Fund’s  offices 
were  being  re-decorated,  so  no  calls  could  be 
answered.  A  new  message  now  informs 
callers  “We’re  sorry  we  can’t  answer  your 


call  right  now.  We  hope  to  be  back  on  the 
line  soon.  Thank  you.” 

AT&T  estimates  that  only  one  out  of  13 
calls  to  the  Crisis  Line  succeeds  in  getting 
through.  While  in  a  single  shift  several  hun¬ 
dred  calls  are  answered,  over  63,000  callers 
each  month  receive  a  busy  signal. 

Staff  and  volunteers  stress  the  iifiportance 
of  the  Crisis  Line  as  an  information  and 
counseling  resource.  Out  of  every  10  callers 
who  reach  the  National  AIDS  Hotline,  eight 
are  referred  to  the  Fund’s  Crisis  Line  for 
more  information.  According  to  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Assistant  Reggie  Harris,  “It’s 
very  depressing  to  know  that  this  work  is  not 
being  done  —  and  here  [is]  the  fifth  largest 
gay  community  help  center.. .not  doing  the 
main  function  it  was  set  up  to  do.” 

Brading  has  been  seeking  a  Crisis  Line 
coordinator  since  March,  when  coordinator 
Mary  Beth  Caschetta  resigned.  Brading  ex¬ 
plained  that  a  coordinator  must  be  hired 
before  proper  volunteer  training  can  begin. 
Brading  predicts  that  although  the  line  will 
be  back  in  service  by  the  first  week  of 
August,  it  may  take  three  to  six  months  to 
get  it  back  to  “maximum  operation.” 

Staff  members  disagree,  stating  that 
Brading  is  not  pushing  hard  enough  and  that 
he  overestimates  the  time  it  would  take  to 
recruit  and  train  new  volunteers.  Kevin 
Turner,  the  Fund’s  accountant,  estimated 
that  staff  and  supporters  willing  to  donate 
their  time  could  be  trained  to  answer  the 
phone  in  two  days.  Turner  expressed  suspi¬ 
cion  that  the  board  of  directors  and  Brading 
have  decided  to  keep  the  Crisis  Line  closed 
to  save  the  cost  of  the  phone  bill,  which  runs 
between  $2000  and  $5000  each  month. 
Brading  dismissed  the  charge  as  “absolutely 
ridiculous.  The  lines  are  open  and  they  are 
costing  us  plenty,  but  that  is  the  responsible 
thing  to  do.  The  intent  is  to  rebuild  the 
line.” 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“It  is  sad  for  Boston  that  such  an 
outrageous  protest  should  have  occurred.  It 
is  sad,  for  it  is  a  barometer  of  the  degree  to 
which  our  society  has  accepted  a  culture  of 
dehumanization  and  death.  Given  the  moral 
wasteland  into  which  we  have  sunk, 
however,  it  is  a  great  honor  for  the  Church 
to  be  singled  out  as  the  opposition.” 

—  Bernard  Cardinal  Law,  in  an  editorial 
in  the  local  Catholic  newspaper,  the  Pilot. 
Law  was  responding  to  the  June  16  "Outlaw 
Cardinal  Law’’  demonstration  which 
criticized  Law’s  significant  public  influence 
on  issues  such  as  AIDS  and  reproductive 
rights. 

Local  activists  have  expressed  surprise  at 
the  virulence  of  the  backlash  against  the 
demonstration.  Leonard  Zakim,  regional 
director  of  the  Anti-Defamation  League, 
condemned  the  demonstration  as 
"horrible”  and  "appalling.”  A  Boston 
Globe  letter-writer  announced  that  "Only  a 
new  governor  who  is  a  bit  homophobic 
himself  and  on  the  side  of  family  and 
children  can  help  us  now.”  And  the  June  26 
Boston  Herald  editorial  page  included  both 
a  columnist  who  called  the  protest  a  "defile¬ 
ment”  and  an  editorial  pronouncement  that 
"ACT-UP  [sic]  should  shut  up.  ” 

^ * 

New  quarterly  for 
Native  American 
gay  men  and 
lesbians 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  The  American  In¬ 
dian  Gays  and  Lesbians  (AIGL)  organiza¬ 
tion  here  published  the  first  edition  of  a  new 
international  quarterly  newsletter  called 
“Two  Eagles”  in  June.  “Two  Eagles”  was 
established  after  the  idea  of  a  quarterly 
publication  was  promoted  at  the  second  in¬ 
ternational  gathering  of  Native  American 
gay  men  and  lesbians  held  in  Wisconsin  in 
1989.  The  quarterly  takes  its  name  in  honor 
of  the  two  eagles  that  circled  over  that 
gathering. 

The  newsletter  features  articles  and  art  by 
Native  American  gay  men  and  lesbians  with 
a  special  emphasis  on  spiritual  and  cultural 
concerns.  Goals  of  the  publication  are  to 
break  down  the  isolation  that  exists  for 
many  Native  American  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  to  celebrate  and  reclaim  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  gay  and  lesbian  traditions,  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  healthy  lifestyles  and  positive  iden¬ 
tities. 

Gay  and  lesbian  indigenous  peoples 
worldwide  are  encouraged  to  submit 
materials  for  publication,  and  anyone  is 
welcome  to  subscribe  to  “Two  Eagles.” 
Rates  for  subscribers  in  the  U.S.  are 
$8/individual  and  $10/institutional.  Checks 
or  money  orders  should  be  sent  to: 
A.I.G.L,  P.O.  Box  10229,  Minneapolis, 
MN  55458. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 

Dykes  on  bikes  keep 
busy  during  Pride 
events 

BOSTON  —  East  Coast  women-only 
biker  clubs  have  been  busy  during  recent 
Pride  celebrations,  which  coincide  with  the 
start  of  biking  season. 

Boston’s  local  women-only  bike  club,  the 
Moving  Violations,  kicked  off  biking  season 
here  at  the  From  All  Walks  of  Life  AIDS 
benefit  on  June  3,  where  they  coordinated 
the  communication  system  and  shepherded 
the  crowds.  Two  weeks  later  —  joined  by 
members  from  as  far  away  as  New  York  — 
the  Violators  led  off  Boston  Pride.  (The 
head  of  the  police  escort  was  very  dyke- 
friendly  and  even  let  the  women  sit  on  his 
Harley.)  The  club  held  its  annual  Pride  din¬ 
ner  that  evening  and  then,  at  invitation  from 
the  Riders  MC,  the  local  gay  men’s  biker 
club,  the  night  owls  in  the  group  gathered  at 
a  local  bar,  the  Ramrod.  There,  the  women 
participated  in  “The  Blessing  of  the  Bikes,” 
a  campy  ritual  performed  by  a  priest  wear¬ 
ing  combat  boots.  The  next  morning,  the 
Violators,  who  are  committed  to  safety 
education,  dragged  themselves  out  of  bed 
and  facilitated  a  “new  riders”  safety  course 
at  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  center. 

The  club  coordinated  its  annual  fundrais¬ 
ing  run  the  following  weekend.  Over  50 


women  bikers  rode  more  than  100  miles  and 
raised  more  than  $4,000  for  the  Boson  Area 
Rape  Crisis  Center.  The  run  was  topped  off 
with  a  day  at  the  beach  where  most  of  the 
women  played  motorcycle  video  games  in 
the  arcade  and  rode  the  merry-go-round. 

During  New  York  Pride  June  24,  Boston 
bikers  dropped  back  and  the  New  York 
Sirens,  a  women-only  club,  took  the  lead. 
Prior  to  the  parade,  more  than  75  lesbian 
bikers  (many  of  whom  were  Boston 
Violators  who  had  zoomed  down  for  the 
festivities)  attended  a  breakfast  hosted  by 
the  Sirens.  After  a  rash  of  bike  decorating, 
the  Sirens,  the  Violators  and  members  of  the 
Lavender  Jane  Gang,  a  New  Jersey  club, 
took  off  for  the  parade  site  and  maneuvered 
in  formation  through  some  hairy  New  York 
traffic.  The  roars  of  the  crowd  began  as 
soon  as  the  women  approached  the  parade 
site  and  continued  throughout  the  entire 
route.  The  breaks  which  allowed  the  rest  of 
the  parade  to  catch  up  were  orchestrated  by 
a  gay  male  marshal  who  referred  to  his  biker 
wards  as  “my  girls.”  The  bikers  used  these 
breaks  for  chatting,  dancing,  smooching  — 
and  flirting  with  captivated  onlookers. 

Unlike  Boston’s  usually  affable  cops, 
New  York’s  finest  were  a  brooding  lot.  But 
the  cops  paid  for  their  nasty  attitudes  —  all 
their  Harleys  overheated  and  stalled 
throughout  the  entire  parade  while  the 
machines  ridden  by  the  dykes  on  bikes 
didn’t  miss  a  beat. 

□  Wickie  Stamps 

Former  GLH  head 
confesses  to 
criminal  charges 

BOSTON  —  The  former  director  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Health  (GLH),  a  counseling 
service  here  that  closed  in  April  of  1989,  ad¬ 
mitted  to  criminal  charges  related  to  non¬ 
payment  of  wages  in  Boston  Municipal 
Court  June  21.  J.  Mitchell  Finnegan  has 
been  ordered  to  pay  $3,500  in  restitution  to 
three  former  GLH  therapists. 

The  charges  stem  from  the  agency’s 
failure  to  pay  employees  for  the  two  weeks 
prior  to  its  closing  and  to  reimburse  them 
for  earned  vacation  time.  In  their  case, 
former  GLH  therapists  Marea  Murray, 
Judy  Krulewitz,  and  Ellen  Keeler  charged 
that  although  the  grim  financial  status  of 
GLH  was  well-known  to  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  including  Finnegan, 
long  before  the  agency  closed,  employees 
were  not  informed  about  the  situation.  In 
addition,  the  therapists  say  that  while  they 
were  told  that  paychecks  were  being  held  up 
because  of  a  delay  in  state  funding,  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Substance  Abuse  Services  had  in  fact 
paid  the  agency  for  those  weeks.  (See  GCN, 
April  30-May  6,  1989). 

When  GLH  announced  that  it  was  clos¬ 
ing,  its  contract  was  taken  over  by  the  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  where  Fin¬ 
negan  was  appointed  interim  program  direc¬ 
tor.  Finnegan  declined  to  comment  on  the 
case. 

GLH  was  the  second  local  gay  and  lesbian 
mental  health  service  to  close  for  financial 
reasons  in  the  space  of  two  years.  Its 
predecessor,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counsel¬ 
ing  Service,  closed  in  February  of  1987  after 
serving  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  for 
16  years. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Gay  and  lesbian 
writers  form 
regional  caucus 

BOSTON  —  Gay  and  lesbian  members  of 
the  National  Writers  Union,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  of  3,000  that  supports  the  rights  of 
writers,  have  formed  a  regional  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  caucus.  The  caucus  will  provide  sup¬ 
port,  technical  assistance  and  advocacy  for 
gay  and  lesbian  writers.  The  caucus  is  cur¬ 
rently  planning  a  fall  outreach  campaign  to 
gay  and  lesbian  writers  and  a  forum  on 
topics  of  interest  to  the  community  by 
recognized  gay  and  lesbian  writers. 

Founded  in  1981,  the  National  Writers 
Union  has  1 1  chapters  throughout  the 
United  States.  A  gay  and  lesbian  caucus  was 
formed  in  the  New  York  chapter  two  years 
ago.  The  union’s  primary  goal  is  to  promote 
and  protect  the  rights  of  writers.  The 
group’s  tactics  include  collective  bargaining 
and  legal  advocacy,  and  the  group  also 
holds  annual  conferences  and  publishes 


local  and  national  newsletters.  Since  its  in¬ 
ception,  the  union  has  won  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  in  back  pay  for  writers. 

For  more  information,  write  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Writers  Union,  P.O.  Box  1073, 
Harvard  Square  Station,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238. 

□  Wickie  Stamps 

Violence  continues 
in  Fens 

BOSTON  —  Another  man  was  assaulted 
June  10  in  the  Fens,  a  local  gay  cruising 
area.  The  beating  came  just  six  days  after 
the  arrest  of  Reggie  Knight  for  attempted 
assault  against  an  undercover  police  detec¬ 
tive  in  the  Fens.  The  new  beating  dimmed 
the  hopes  of  local  activists  who  had  thought 
that  Knight’s  arrest  might  mean  an  end  to 
the  string  of  at  least  22  attacks  on  men  in  the 
cruising  area. 

In  contrast  to  previous  assaults,  however, 
the  man  who  was  beaten  June  10  was  able  to 
identify  his  attacker.  Previous  victims  have 
remembered  nothing  or  very  little  about 
their  assailant.  According  to  Detective 
James  Fong  of  the  Boston  Police  Depart¬ 
ment,  a  warrant  has  been  issued  for  the  ar¬ 
rest  of  an  individual  following  the  most  re¬ 
cent  attack.  Fong  declined  to  identify  the  in¬ 
dividual. 

□  Laura  Briggs 
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Women  of  color 
criticize  women’s 
studies  group 

AKRON,  Ohio  —  A  number  of  women  of 
color  staged  a  walk-out  at  the  annual  Na¬ 
tional  Women’s  Studies  Association 
(NWSA)  conference  here  June  24  over 
charges  of  impropriety  in  the  firing  of  an 
African-American  woman  from  the  na¬ 
tional  office. 

According  to  Blakmajik  Rainbow,  chair 
of  the  African-American  Women’s  Caucus, 
Ruby  Sales  was  “illegally  fired”  from  her 
job  at  the  NWSA’s  Maryland  office  in  late 
1989.  The  Firing  occurred  after  Sales  com¬ 
plained  of  racist  practices  by  the  director 
and  other  staff  members,  said  Rainbow, 
who  is  also  a  member  of  the  governing  body 
of  the  NWSA,  the  Coordinating  Council. 
Rainbow  said  that  some  Coordinating 
Council  members  as  well  as  some  members 
of  the  Personnel  Committee  were  denied  ac¬ 
cess  to  information  about  the  reason  for 
Sales’  firing. 

The  walk-out  occurred  after  a  meeting  of 
caucus  representatives  voted  down  demands 
from  an  ad  hoc  group  angry  about  Sales’  fir¬ 
ing.  The  demands  included  the  removal  of 
director  Karen  Musil,  reinstatement  of 
Ruby  Sales,  and  a  mandate  that  50  percent  of 
the  membership  of  all  governing  bodies  of 
the  NWSA  be  composed  of  women  of  color. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Sydney’s  gay  and 
lesbian  community 
center  becomes 
reality 

SYDNEY  —  A  club  building  in  the  heart 
of  the  gay  entertainment  and  commercial 
area  has  been  leased  as  a  lesbian  and  gay 
community  center  here. 

Back  in  February,  a  majority  of  those  pre¬ 
sent  at  a  public  meeting  voted  to  attempt  to 
lease  the  former  High  Club  in  Flinders  St., 
Darlinghurst.  Although  the  vote  was  not 
unanimous,  negotiations  with  the  building 
management  began. 

On  April  8,  the  Pride  Centre  opened  in 
the  old  High  Club  space.  The  club  has 
launched  a  campaign  to  attract  members,  as 
well  as  volunteers  to  assist  with  refurbishing 
the  club.  The  current  members  of  the  Pride 
committee  are  also  calling  for  ideas  from  the 
lesbian  and  gay  communities  about  how  the 
Pride  Centre  could  best  operate  in  order  to 
suit  the  diverse  needs  of  those  communities. 

□  Kendall  Lovett 
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FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
For  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

Old  south  Church 

Dartmouth  and  Boylston  Sts. 
Copley  Sq.  •  Boston  •  7:30  PM 

Sponsored  by 

Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS 

For  more  information 
(617)  628-7665 


VOICES  OF 
BATTERED  LESBIANS 

•  Half  hour  audio  program  created 
by  survivors 

•  Presents  experiences  of  battered 
lesbians  from  difering  cultural, 
economic  and  racial  backgrounds 
and  with  differing  physical  abilities 

•  Useful  for  workers  in  the  battered 
women's  movement,  therapists,  and 
members  of  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
communities  who  want  to  recognize 
and  confront  battering  of  women  by 
their  female  intimate  partners 

To  order,  send  $5.00  ($10.00  for 
organizatiopnslprofessionals)  plus  $1.00P&H  to: 
The  Lesbian  Caucus,  Mass  Coalition  of 
Battered  Women  Service  Groups 
107  South  Street,  5th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02111  (617)426-8492 

This  program  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Joan  Kebick,  murdered  by  her  abusive  ex-lover 


Desperately  Seeking 
Anybody 

to  fill  the  void  your  lover  left 
. .  .to  prove  you  are  still 
attractive. .  .to  show  them 
you  don’t  care. .  .to  get 
through  the  night,  no  matter 
what  the  cost. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


convenient  South  Shore 
location  Pembroke,  MA 

Mass  Bay 
Counseling 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

•  group 

•  couple 

•  individual 

Gay  Affirmative  Therapy 

Mark  Gianino,  LICSW 

(617)  826-8861 


Activists  divided  on 
reactions  to  foster  care 
amendment 

The  Senate  votes  down  explicitly  anti-gay  language,  but 
some  gay  activists  say  the  compromise  language  is  a 
thinly  veiled  attempt  to  ban  gay  men  and  lesbians  from 
being  foster  parents 


South  Carolina  holds  first 
ever  Pride  march 

Even  in  a  * bastion  of  Southern  conservatism,  ’  the  event  is 
a  rousing  success 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  In  a  move  that  some  lesbian 
and  gay  activists  called  a  victory,  the 
Massachusetts  Senate  passed  a  foster  care 
amendment  June  30  which  contained  no  ex¬ 
plicitly  anti-gay  language.  Other  activists, 
however,  called  the  passage  of  the  milder 
amendment  a  defeat,  saying  that  it  still  links 
sexual  orientation  and  foster  parenting. 

The  Senate  also  rejected,  by  a  vote  of 
14-25,  an  amendment  introduced  by  Sen. 
Edward  Kirby  (R-Whitman)  that  stated  that 
“a  homosexual  or  bisexual  orientation  shall 
be  considered  an  obstacle  to  the  well  being 
of  a  child.”  The  House  passed  an  amend¬ 
ment  May  17,  introduced  by  Rep.  Steve 
Pierce  (R-Westfield),  identical  to  the  Kirby 
amendment  that  was  voted  down  in  the 
Senate.  (See  GCN,  May  27-June  2,  1990.) 
Both  amendments  now  move  on  to  a  House- 
Senate  conference  committee,  which  must 
agree  on  a  compromise  version  before  it  is 
sent  back  to  each  legislative  body  for  a  final 
vote. 

Gay  activists  lobbied  on  both  sides  of  the 
successful  Senate  amendment.  The  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  opposed 
the  measure,  while  the  Massachusetts  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus  supported  it. 
The  amendment  reads,  in  part,  “The 
Department  of  Social  Services  shall  not 
place  a  child  in  a  home  where  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  is  an  obstacle  to  the  well-being  of  the 
child.” 

According  to  Caucus  co-chair  Arline 
Isaacson,  the  Senate  amendment,  as  writ¬ 
ten,  is  meaningless  with  respect  to  lesbian 
and  gay  foster  parenting.  She  said  that 
without  language  explaining  what  kind  of 
sexual  orientation  would  adversely  affect  a 
child,  the  amendment  cannot  be  applied  to 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

However,  David  LaFontaine  of  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  argues 
that  the  legislation  is  clearly  intended  to 
discriminate  against  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
He  believes  that  it  is  a  political  loss  even  if 
the  legislation  cannot  be  used  legally  to  ban 
lesbians  and  gay  men  as  foster  parents. 

“Of  course,  the  best  thing  would  be  not  to 


have  any  of  this  nonsense,”  said  Isaacson. 
“But  when  this  amendment  has  passed  in 
the  past,  the  gay  community  has  considered 
it  a  victory.”  According  to  Isaacson,  the 
amendment  was  a  compromise  which  the 
Caucus  supported  in  an  effort  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  a  more  virulent  form  of  the  bill. 
Said  Isaacson,  “We  had  done  a  head  count, 
a-nd  we  knew  that  we  were  going  to  lose  on 
the  Kirby  amendment.” 

Isaacson  also  noted  that  the  Senate 
amendment  is  redundant,  because  the 
language  passed  by  the  Senate  is  the  same  as 
an  amendment  to  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights  Law.  According  to  the  Greater 
Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Alliance’s 
Don  Gorton,  who  is  also  a  lawyer,  when  the 
amendment  was  attached  to  the  gay  rights 
law,  it  was  considered  by  a  panel  of  gay  and 
lesbian  lawyers.  The  majority  of  them  felt 
that  it  was  unenforceable  as  an  anti-gay 
foster  parent  provision. 

Gorton  told  GCN  that  existing 
Massachusetts  case  law  would  prohibit  in¬ 
terpreting  this  amendment  as  stating  that 
gay  men  or  lesbians  were  dangerous  to 
children.  He  cited  a  1980  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  ruling  in  a  lesbian  custody  case,  Bezio 
v.  Patenaudi,  which  found  that  there  was  no 
evidence  that  a  lesbian  or  gay  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  per  se  could  adversely  affect  children. 

LaFontaine,  however,  told  GCN  that  he 
believes  that  the  amendment  is  symbolically 
and  politically  damaging,  even  if  it  is  not 
legally  binding.  “It  was  clear  when  [Sen. 
Lucille]  Hicks  [R-Wayland]  introduced  this 
amendment  that  she  thought  lesbians  and 
gay  men  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  foster 
parents,  and  that  we  are  dangerous  to 
children,”  he  said.  “And  then  she  added 
that  kids  who  were  born  HIV-positive  or  ad¬ 
dicted  to  drugs,  well,  maybe  they  could  go 
into  lesbian  and  gay  homes.  It  was  like, 
there  are  some  kids  who  nobody  cares 
about,  they  can  be  placed  in  gay  homes,” 
said  LaFontaine. 

Given  the  number  of  anti-gay  guber- 
Continued  on  page  6 


By  Jim  Blanton 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.  —  It  started  casually 
as  an  idea  among  three  people  last  June.  On 
that  day,  Columbia,  S.C.  was  quietly, 
secretly  celebrating  Pride  in  a  manner  that 
had  more  to  do  with  gay  shame  than  gay 
pride.  But  this  year,  between  1,600  and 
2,000  lesbians,  gay  men,  and  their  families, 
friends,  and  supporters  converged  on  the 
state  capitol  June  23  to  end  gay  invisibility 
and  to  claim  their  legal  and  civil  rights  as 
citizens  of  both  South  Carolina  and  the 
United  States. 

At  first  it  seemed  like  a  pretty  radical  idea 
for  this  Buckle-of-the-Bible  Belt  state  in  the 
deep  South,  a  state  with  almost  no  organ¬ 
ized  gay  or  lesbian  activism.  The  three  peo¬ 
ple  who  called  for  the  march  felt  that  it 
would  be  successful  if  they  could  find  even  a 
dozen  people  brave  enough  to  appear.  The 


march  received  its  first  big  boost  at  a  picnic 
held  to  discuss  the  idea  —  a  picnic  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  fall  on  the  day  after  Hurricane 
Hugo  devastated  many  areas  of  the  state. 


Commentary 

Commentary 

Commentary 


That  day,  50  people,  many  of  whom  had  no 
electricity  or  water  in  their  homes,  showed 
up  at  a  West  Columbia  residence  that 
miraculously  still  had  power.  A  date  was  set. 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


Providing  health  care 
for  lesbians 

More  than  50  women  participate  in  Fenway’s  second 
annual  Lesbian  Health  Day 


R.l.  Pride  celebratory 
despite  defeat  of  gay 
rights  bill 

After  narrowly  passing  the  Senate,  this  year’s  bill  goes 
down  in  the  House 


By  Bill  Jesdale 

PROVIDENCE  —  Despite  threatening 
clouds  and  an  occasional  light  drizzle,  more 
than  1 ,300  people  celebrated  Rhode  Island’s 
18th  annual  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day 
here  June  30.  Although  the  day  was  marked 
by  good  cheer,  ralliers  also  expressed  anger 
and  sorrow  over  the  defeat  of  the  state’s 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  Bill  in  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  parade  was  led  off  by  a  contingent  of 
Dykes  on  Bikes,  who  were  followed  by  a 
diverse  mix  of  lesbian/gay/bisexual  and 
AIDS  groups,  ranging  from  the  Rhode 
Island  Alliance  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights  to  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom 
March  Band. 

Following  the  recent  disruption  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS’  Walk  for  Life 
by  local  radio  host  and  gubernatorial  can¬ 
didate  Steve  White  (see  GCN,  June  10-16, 
1990),  Pride  participants  were  glad  that  only 
two  anti-gay  hecklers  showed  up.  One  drove 
alongside  the  parade  in  a  car  decorated  by 
pasted  quotations,  until  he  was  chased  off 
by  Marilyn  Monroe  impersonator  Jon 
Winkleman.  The  other  heckler  stood  on  the 
sidewalk  and  threatened  to  take  pictures  of 
the  Pride  participants  —  until  he  realized 
that  marchers  were  happy  to  be  identified  as 
lesbian  and  gay. 


“I  didn’t  see  many  people  on  the 
sidewalks,  but  I  felt  good  marching  along,” 
participant  Greg  Spector  told  GCN. 
“Screaming  is  good;  it’s  very  bonding,”  he 
said.  “The  day  after,  I  found  myself  singing 
the  chant,  ‘We’re  here,  we’re  queer,  we’re 
fabulous,  get  used  to  it!”’  Other  popular 
chants  of  the  day  included  “Suck  my  dick, 
lick  my  clit,  Jesse  Helms  is  full  of  shit,”  and 
old  standbys  such  as  “Hey  hey,  ho  ho, 
homophobia’s  got  to  go,”  and  “Act  Up, 
fight  back,  fight  AIDS.” 

At  10-minute  intervals,  members  of  ACT 
UP,  which  was  one  of  the  most  visible 
groups,  blew  an  airhorn  to  signify  one  more 
death  from  AIDS.  Throughout  the  march, 
the  AIDS  activist  group  held  impromptu 
die-ins,  leaving  chalked  outlines  on  the 
street  as  reminders  of  public  and  govern¬ 
mental  indifference  towards  the  AIDS 
pandemic.  “When  I  lay  down  in  the  middle 
of  the  street,  I  felt  very  vulnerable,”  said 
Spector,  “but  that  was  okay  because  it  was  a 
symbol  of  a  much  more  serious  thing.” 

Gay  rights  bill  goes  down 

While  the  mood  was  predominantly 
celebratory  throughout  the  day.  Pride  par- 

Continued  on  page  6 


By  Amy  J.  Zuckerman 

BOSTON  —  More  than  double  the 
number  of  women  from  last  year  partici 
pated  in  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center’s  second  annual  Lesbian  Health 
Day,  June  10.  The  event,  which  came  the 
day  after  Boston’s  20th  annual  Pride  cele¬ 
bration,  highlighted  the  need  for  affordable 
heath  care  in  an  environment  supportive  to 
lesbians.  Health  care  providers  who  volun¬ 
teered  time  during  the  three-hour  clinic  per¬ 
formed  free  breast  and  pelvic  examinations, 
PAP  smears,  and  three-minute  massages  for 
54  women,  up  from  last  yea/  .  20. 

“The  day  went  increcnuiy  well,”  said 
Daphne  Blackburn,  Fenway’s  acting 
Medical  Director.  Blackburn  said  that  the 
health  care  providers  and  support  staff 
“were  all  maximally  busy  the  entire  time,” 
with  some  of  the  volunteers  staying  past 
closing  time  to  accommodate  all  the  women 
who  came  to  take  advantage  of  the  free  ser¬ 
vices.  “A  lot  of  women  were  introduced  to 
routine  heath  care  today,”  noted 
Blackburn,  adding  “the  event  also  served 
women  who  have  had  difficulty  connecting 
to  a  health  care  system. 

Charlene  Metrano,  triage  nurse,  said  that 
along  with  promoting  physical  and  spiritual 
well-being,  Lesbian  Health  Day  also  had 
political  significance.  “It’s  empowering  for 
the  women  who  work  here  and  for  the 
women  who  come,”  said  Metrano.  “What 
they  need  is  a  women’s  clinic.  It’s  what  we 
all  need.” 

Many  of  the  day’s  participants,  who  ranged 
in  age  from  18  to  54,  said  that  they  are 
prevented  from  receiving  adequate  health 
care  by  health  plans  that  discriminate  on  the 
basis  of  homosexuality  or  do  not  pay  for 
preventative  care.  One  woman  said  she 
travelled  an  hour  from  south  of  Boston  to 
attend  the  event.  “My  lover  and  I  have  been 
together  for  seven  years,”  she  told  GCN.  “I 
don’t  have  a  health  plan.  She  has  a  ‘family 


plan’  for  herself  and  her  kids  with  her  job  at 
New  England  Telephone  Co.,  that  I’m  not 
covered  under. 

“New  England  Telephone  has  a  written 
policy  barring  discrimination  against  gay 
people  on  one  hand,”  she  continued,  “but 
on  the  other,  they  refuse  to  cover  gay  rela¬ 
tionships  under  a  family  plan.  Where  a 
straight  couple  can  be  married  for  10 
minutes  and  get  those  benefits,  we’ve  been 
together  seven  years  and  are  excluded.  The 
Fenway’s  trying  to  pick  up  the  pieces  in 
order  to  make  it  available  to  us  —  thank 
you.” 

Jane  Kaatz,  a  nurse  at  Fenway,  said  that 
the  day’s  services  provided  “some  women’s 
first-ever  gyn  exam,  due  to  lack  of  access  to 
health  care  and  histories  of  abuse  and 
trauma.”  Similarly,  Stone  Slade,  a  Boston 
lesbian,  noted,  “Lesbian  women  want  to 
know  about  health  care  but  don’t  feel  com¬ 
fortable  and  safe  to  do  it  other  places.  A 
part  of  Pride  week  is  to  be  in  touch  with 
your  mental  and  physical  state.”  Another 
local  lesbian,  Carrie  Woffard,  added,  “The 
last  time  I  went  to  a  gyn  exam  was  here  last 
year.  This  is  such  a  great  atmosphere  —  it’s 
so  comfortable.” 

“We  had  many  returns  from  last  year,” 
said  Metrano.  “However,  this  is  only  an 
elementary  screening  —  we  need  to  be  able 
to  do  follow-up  and  continuity  of  care.” 
Echoed  one  participant,  “Hopefully,  [this 
year’s  turnout]  will  show  the  Fenway  that 
there’s  a  real  need  for  this.” 

Responding  to  that  need,  the  staff  who 
volunteered  for  the  day  initiated  further  ac¬ 
tion  on  the  issue  of  women’s  health  care. 
“Out  of  this  day,”  announced  Blackburn, 
“we  have  organized  a  women’s  task  force  at 
the  Fenway  with  the  purpose  of  focussing  on 
developing  a  women’s  health  care  program 
with  a  series  of  similar  events.”  □ 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Promotions  Coordinator 

Available  September.  Devise  strategies  to 
increase  sales  of  GCN  through  subscriptions, 
newsstands  and  bookstores.  Coordinate  direct 
mail  campaigns,  design  and  sending  of  renewal 
notices,  exchange  advertising,  VISA/MasterCard 
sales  and  other  promotions. 

Qualifications:  Experience  in  sales,  advertising, 
marketing  and  finances  desirable.  Copy  writing 
ability  and  graphics/design  skills.  Familiarity  with 
computers. 

Deadline:  Applications  by  July  20, 1990 

Display  Advertising 
Coordinator 

Available  September.  Obtain  display  ads  and 
develop  strategies  for  increasing  advertising  sales. 
Manage  monthly  and  periodic  billings.  Evaluate 
and  update  ad  rates  and  sales  materials.  Work 
with  Art  Director  to  design  ads. 

Qualifications:  Strong  organizational,  communi¬ 
cations,  and  record-keeping  skills.  Previous  sales 
or  marketing  experience  helpful. 

Deadline:  Applications  by  July  20, 1990 


GCN  Positions 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to  les- 
bian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full-time  collective  positions 
pay  $21 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Jobs,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 

Questions??:  Feel  free  to  call  617-426-4469. 
Ask  for  the  person  currently  holding  the  position 
you  are  interested  in  applying  for. 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking  Out" 
sections  In  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  communi¬ 
ty.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feel¬ 
ings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to  respond  to 
ideas  expressed  within  our  pages.  We  welcome 
all  contributions  except  personal  attacks. 
Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contribu¬ 
tions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space 
available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of 
the  author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent 
the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters 
can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  Speaking 
Out"  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN 
FOUR  PAGES  and  require  a  short  (one  to  two 
sentence)  biographical  note  about  the  author 
for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue  and 
a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on  the 
letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out"  con¬ 
tributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  "Speaking  Outs"  appear  In  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able  to 
contact  you  easily  --  please  enclose  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone  number  with  your 
letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Vokes/Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 16. 

The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Out"  con¬ 
tributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff,  Board  or  membership. 


Eschewing  esquires 

Dear  GCN: 

There  is  an  insidious  practice  spreading 
among  lawyers  in  Boston  of  appending 
"Esquire"  or  "Esq."  to  their  names.  "Esquire" 
means  a  male  titled  landholder.  In  medieval 
times,  it  meant  a  man  who  could  legally  carry 
arms.  Contrary  to  popular  belief,  "Esq.”  does 
not  mean  "Evil,  Stupid,  and  Quarrelsome." 
Apparently  lawyers,  even  female  lawyers, 


think  that  allusions  to  the  sexist,  elitist,  mori¬ 
bund,  English  aristocracy  will  make  us 
respect  them  more.  Perhaps  they  think  we 
will  stop  telling  lawyer  jokes  if  they  are 
"esquired." 

Recently  I  received  a  fundraising  letter 
from  a  local  gay  and  lesbian  legal  organiza¬ 
tion,  GLAD.  I  wrote  the  "esquired"  leader  of 
said  organization  to  find  out  why  he  had  cho¬ 
sen  this  strange  appellation  for  himself  and 
all  of  his  legal  staff,  including  his  female 
staff.  So  far,  I  have  received  no  reply.  When 
you  are  an  "esquire,"  you  don't  have  to 
answer  the  mail.  (Who  does  she  think  she  is? 
The  Queen?) 

The  Gay  Pride  Committee  also  had  the  gall 
to  send  out  a  ballot  with  three  self-styled 
"esquired"  individuals.  Needless  to  say,  none 
of  them  got  my  vote.  I  wonder  how  many 
others  were  also  put  off  by  this  affectation. 

I  shall  not  give  one  penny  to  anyone  who 
feels  we  must  forget  about  the  revolution  of 
1776  and  return  to  an  elitist,  self-styled  aris¬ 
tocracy.  I  have  nothing  against  the  title  of 
"attomey-at-law."  It  was  and  still  is  a  perfect¬ 
ly  workable  title.  But  I  shall  eschew  all  self- 
styled  "esquired"  individuals  until  the  tea 
party  is  ready  and  Ms.  Antoinette's  cake  is 
out  of  the  oven. 

Very  sincerely, 
Charles  Spencer  Bedard 
Mere  Mortal 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

Working  for  accessibility 

Dear  GCN: 

In  GCN's  May  6-12,  1990  Issue,  Jennie 
McNight  [sic]  reported  on  the  latest  planning 
meeting  of  the  National  Lesbian  Conference 
(NLC).  I  am  identified  in  the  article  as  the 
woman  who  "put  together  a  working  paper 
for  the  workshop  on  anti-ableism."  Barb 
Bechdol  is  identified  as  a  Steering 
Committee  member  who  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Lesbians  with  Disabilities  Caucus.  Barb's 
opinion  of  the  workshop  is  presented  as 
mixed,  with  a  direct  quote  stating  "People 
had  become  more  aware,  but  the  process 
itself  could  have  been  more  gentle." 

The  above  tactics,  whether  intentional  or 
not,  portray  how  ableism  is  used  to  misrepre¬ 
sent  and  divide  the  disabled  and  non-disabled 
communities.  Besides  my  work  with  the  NLC 
being  improperly  represented,  only  one  opin¬ 
ion  of  one  event  (the  anti-ableism  workshop) 
that  happened  during  the  weekend  is  present¬ 
ed. 

As  a  matter  of  record,  I  am  not  just  the 
"woman  who  put  together  a  working  paper."  I 
have  been  involved  in  the  NLC  since 
Durham,  N.C.  I  was  one  of  the  women 
responsible  for  creating  the  Lesbians  with 
Disabilities  Caucus.  It  was  I  who  called  for  a 
coalition  of  Lesbians  With  and  Without 
Disabilities  after  being  an  instigator  of  the 
Durham  disabled  lesbian  "fishbowl."  Until 
the  last  meeting  I  had  been  a  member  of  the 
interim  steering  committee,  (ALICE).  I  have 
been  one  of  the  dykes  responsible  for  imple¬ 
menting  access  at  every  NLC  planning  meet¬ 
ing  as  well  as  one  of  two  lesbians  who  did 
access  checks  at  all  the  facilities  we  plan  to 
use  in  Atlanta.  I  was  also  the  primary  orga¬ 
nizer  and  facilitator  of  the  anti-ableism  work¬ 
shop  presented  in  Kansas  City.  In  September 
I  will  be  moving  to  Atlanta,  where  the  nation¬ 
al  office  is  now  located,  to  continue  working 
in  the  areas  of  access  and  anti-oppression.  I 
revel  in  being  a  "squeaky  wheel"  in  a  pro¬ 
cess,  (the  NLC),  that  welcomes  views,  partic¬ 
ipation,  and  attitudes  of  non-dominant  culture 
dykes. 

Given  all  of  the  above,  it  is  upsetting  to  me 
that:  1 .)  I  was  "title-less"  in  the  article  and  2.) 
only  one  viewpoint,  and  not  a  very  positive 
one,  is  represented.  Not  all  dykes  with  dis¬ 
abilities  have  the  same  viewpoint,  politics, 
opinions,  etc.  One  woman  or  two,  or  five 
does  not  speak  for  all  of  the  disabled  commu¬ 
nity.  It  is  ableist  and  poor  factual  reporting  to 
give  one  lesbian  with  a  disability  a  title,  and 
the  opportunity  to  express  her  opinion,  with¬ 
out  giving  that  opportunity  to  others.  Why 
weren't  non-disabled  lesbians  who  were  also 
interviewed  in  the  article  asked  how  they  felt 
about  the  workshop?  Why  wasn't  the  opinion 
of  the  primary  workshop  organizer  and  facili¬ 
tator  of  the  workshop  (me)  printed? 

I  count  on  GCN  to  report  events  within  our 
community  in  an  accurate,  non-biased  way. 
For  the  most  part  I  have  perceived  that  to  be  a 
reality.  The  anti-ableism  workshop  in  Kansas 
City  was  a  first  of  its  kind.  It  is  a  part  of  les¬ 
bian  and  disability  rights  herstory.  It  should 
have  been  represented  accurately  and  fairly. 
It  was  not.  Allow  me  to  now  give  you  my 
account  of  this  herstorical  workshop. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


The  "working  paper"  that  Jennie  spoke  of 
was  bom  out  of  my  inability  to  find  anti¬ 
ableist  teaching  materials  as  opposed  to 
"sensitivity  training"  or  "disability  aware¬ 
ness"  information.  I  wrote  a  list  of  some  of 
the  more  common  ableist  attitudes  and 
behavior  I  have  experienced  and  titled  it  "25 
Ways  to  Oppress  A  Lesbian  With  A 
Disability."  The  ways  I  have  been  oppressed 
as  a  lesbian  with  a  disability  have  not  often 
been  gentle.  The  piece,  therefore,  reflects 
that.  It  also  might  make  you  laugh  if  you've 
done  enough  anti-ableism  work  to  see  the 
humor  in  it 

At  the  Kansas  City  meeting  every  woman 
received  a  copy  of  the  piece.  Anti-ableism 
packets  that  were  put  together  by  Barb 
Bechdol,  Marge  Schneider  (of  Women's 
Braille  Press),  and  myself  were  sold.  Non¬ 
disabled  women  split  into  approximately 
seven  small  groups.  Each  group  was  facili¬ 
tated  by  a  non-disabled  lesbian  who  had 
done  some  anti-ableism  work  herself.  Most 
of  the  facilitators  were  women  who  had  been 
involved  in  the  NLC  for  the  past  year  and 
had  their  consciousness  raised  because  of 
being  part  of  the  process.  The  fact  that  there 
were  enough  non-disabled  allies  to  facilitate 
the  smaller  groups  was  exciting  and  herstori- 
cal  in  itself.  Slowly,  but  steadily,  dykes  with 
and  without  disabilities  have  been  integrat¬ 
ing  with  each  other.  It  felt  wonderful  to  be 
presenting  an  anti-ableism  workshop  togeth¬ 
er. 

Lesbians  with  Disabilities  met  as  one 
group  and  discussed  an  article  called  "The 
Bargain."  Barb  Bechdol  and  Marge 
Schneider  facilitated  that  group. 

After  approximately  45  minutes  of  small 
group  time,  we  all  reunited  as  a  large  group, 
where  each  woman  shared  her  experience  of 
the  workshop.  About  60  women  spoke.  I 
would  say  that  approximately  90  percent  of 
the  lesbians  there  expressed  positive  feelings 
about  the  workshop.  Many  women  felt  edu¬ 
cated,  challenged,  and  made  more  aware. 
Many  lesbians  committed  to  carrying  the 
messages  of  anti-ableism  to  their  own  com¬ 
munities.  Almost  all  were  appreciative  of  the 
opportunity  to  explore  their  ableism  in  a  safe 
environment.  Thank-yous  were  bestowed  on 
the  workshop  presenters. 

On  a  personal  level,  the  experience  of 
putting  together  an  anti-ableism  workshop, 
as  opposed  to  a  sensitivity  training  or  dis¬ 
ability  awareness  workshop,  has  allowed  me 
to  progress  in  my  own  growth  as  an  anti¬ 
oppression  trainer.  I  and  the  organization  I 
founded,  Women  Creating  Accessible 
Community,  are  available  to  present  anti¬ 
ableism  workshops  to  other  interested  small 
or  large  groups.  We  can  be  reached  until 
September  at  16  Center  St.,  Suite  219, 
Northampton,  Mass.,  01060.  Thank  you  for 
the  opportunity  to  express  my  viewpoint  and 
perceptions  of  the  Kansas  City  Workshop. 

Mary  Frances  Platt 
Northampton,  Mass. 


Have  you  ever  had  to  sell  your 
ass? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  bring  to  your  minds  some 
of  the  things  that  I  have  gone  thru  the  past 
two  years  here  in  Texas  prison  (caged  in 
lockdown,  23  hours  of  every  day).  I  am  a 
transsexual,  21  years  old,  serving  a  20  year 
sentence  for  a  simple  robbery.  I  am  HIV  pos¬ 
itive  and  have  been  since  1988.  Now  I  have 
read  every  back  issue  of  GCN  this  year  and 
even  though  the  news  is  old  by  the  time  I  get 
the  paper  (Texas  holds  on  to  die  papers,  "for 
inspection"  for  up  to  2  months  before  pass¬ 
ing  them  on  to  prisoners)  I  am  thankful.  And 
I  have  seen  a  lot  of  letters  that  the  other 
brothers  and  sisters  have  written  and  I  know 
the  stress  and  pain  and  the  loneliness  that 
they  are  going  thru.  I  share  those  with  them. 

I  have  not  only  been  discriminated  against 
because  of  being  HIV  positive,  but  I  have 
been  threatened!  So  I  have  lived  in  the  hole 
(isolation)  for  two  years  simply  because  I  am 
HIV  positive.  And  sometimes  it  seems  to  me 
in  here  like  I'm  the  only  cocksucker  left  in 
the  whole  world.  It's  like  when  I  read  GCN 
it's  a  fairly  tale.  I  have  lived  around  nothing 
but  gangsters,  undercover  homosexuals  at 
best,  and  I  have  not  seen  one  TV-TS  queen 
in  over  a  year!  And  I  have  a  few  hits  on  me 
by  these  gangs.  This  may  seem  like  another 
"poor  me"  line.  Well,  it  damn  sure  is,  and  out 
of  two  years  of  hell  without  any  help,  I  think 
I  deserve  my  say. 

I  have  tried  to  write  people  and  to  have 
my  mother  write  people  and  it  seems  as  if  no 
one  is  out  there.  I  have  a  brief  5  page  state- 


Many  ways  to  give  and  to  receive 


By  Melanie  Kaye/Kantrowitz 

Ever  since  Cindy  Lanane  wrote  for  GCN s 
class  supplement  about  help  she'd  gotten 
from  middle  class  women  and  named  me  as 
one  of  them,  I've  been  thinking  about  the 
issue  of  giving  money.  I  had  thought  of  writ¬ 
ing  an  article  for  this  supplement,  but  didn't. 
Cindy's  article  and  the  ensuing  discussions 
about  it  have  prompted  me  to  write  this  letter. 

I  grew  up  in  a  working-lower  middle  class 
home,  put  myself  through  college  and  gradu¬ 
ate  school.  I  had  a  full  time  teaching  job  for 
three  years,  after  which  I  lived  an  increasing¬ 
ly  marginal  existence  for  10  years,  often 
without  running  water  or  a  phone  or  other 
amenities  which  many  in  the  U.S.  take  for 
granted  as  bare  essentials.  I  wrote  and  spoke 
about  class  —  class  bitterness  and  class  soli¬ 
darity. 

But  by  1989  when  I  was  asked  to  write 
something  for  GCN' s  class  supplement,  I 
realized  how  much  my  relationship  to  the 
subject  had  shifted,  and  that  I  would  write,  if 
I  wrote,  about  money  and  responsibility. 
Looking  back  now  I  think  one  reason  I  didn't 
get  to  write  the  piece,  aside  from  perpetual 
over-commitment,  was  that  the  thought  of 
naming  and  making  real  my  new  status 
flipped  me  out. 

This  is  the  story.  In  1985,  after  a  decade  of 
ordinary  poverty  and  insecurity,  I  got  a  full 
time  teaching  job  in  the  same  program  for 
which  I'd  been  an  adjunct  for  7  1/2  years.  My 
income  almost  doubled.  I  had  health  insur¬ 
ance:  I  could  go  to  the  doctor,  the  chiroprac¬ 
tor,  the  therapist.  I  had  job  security  to  the 
extent  that  the  university  had  to  let  me  know 
a  full  year  in  advance  if  they  wanted  to  dump 
me.  And  they  had  to  give  reasons.  Suddenly 
the  apparatus  was  on  my  side.  I  could  get 
money  from  faculty  development  to  go  to 
conferences.  I  could  borrow  money  from  a 
special  university  fund  for  a  down  payment 
on  a  house.  I  could  get  credit  and  credit 
cards. 

At  first,  this  meant  I  could  put  more 
money  into  Sinister  Wisdom,  the  lesbian/fem¬ 
inist  magazine  I  had  become  editor  of  two 
years  earlier  (the  year  I  took  over,  StV  lost  all 
external  funding  and  became  dependent  on 
subscribers  and  on  my  own  labor  was  totally 
unpaid).  But  soon  my  new  job  meant  I  could 
save,  pay  off  my  car,  take  vacations,  includ¬ 
ing  an  unpaid  leave  of  absence,  and  —  what 
seemed  very  normal  to  me  —  I  could  give 
money  to  friends.  When  Cindy  talked  very 


tentatively  about  graduate  school,  it  seemed 
totally  natural  for  me  and  Linda  Vance,  my 
lover,  to  offer  to  help. 

I  want  to  say  a  couple  of  things  about  this. 
Cindy  talks  of  the  middle  class  women  who 
helped  her,  and  while  Linda  and  I  are  middle 
class  women  now,  it  seems  important  to  note 
that  neither  of  us  came  from  middle  class 
backgrounds.  Both  us  went  through  free  or 
subsidized  colleges  and  through  graduate 
school  on  work,  scholarships,  loans,  and 
grants.  I  hope  there  are  women  who  grew  up 
middle  and  upper  class  who  share  their 
resources  in  similar  fashion,  but  my  experi¬ 
ence  has  been  that  the  women  most  willing  to 
acknowledge  their  privilege  and  deal  respon¬ 
sibly  and  community-mindedly  with  it  are 
those  to  whom  it  didn't  come  easy  and  who 
know  what  it  means  to  get  a  break. 

But  there's  something  else.  Because  of  an 
error  of  omission  in  Cindy's  article,  she  wrote 
a  correction  to  GCN,  which  she  read  to  me 
over  the  phone,  to  check  out  the  information. 
I  responded  to  an  allusion  in  the  letter,  which 
mentions  that  Cindy,  Linda  and  I  first  talked 
about  graduate  school  when  we  were  in 
Boston  for  a  reading  by  contributors  to  The 
Tribe  of  Dina:  A  Jewish  Women's  Anthology, 
which  I  had  co-edited. 

"Cindy,"  I  said,  "we  weren't  just  there  for  a 
reading.  You  organized  that  reading."  This 
was  a  fact.  Cindy  and  some  friends  took  on 
the  labor  of  organizing,  publicizing,  covering 
logistics,  baking  for,  etc.  a  wonderful  Rosh 
Hashonah  (Jewish  New  Year)  reading. 

"Yeah,"  she  said,  "but  that's  not  the  point" 

It  was  her  letter  and  I  didn’t  push.  But  I 
kept  thinking  about  it. 

And  there  was  another  omission,  a  funny 
one.  In  the  letter,  Cindy  describes  very  mov¬ 
ingly  the  moment  standing  outside  her  house 
when  Linda  and  I  offered  to  help  her  with 
graduate  school.  She  got  dizzy.  "I  almost  told 
the  story  of  Sunshine,"  she  said  to  me  on  the 
phone,  and  we  laughed,  remembering:  We 
had  been  standing  outside  because  Linda's 
and  my  car  was  blocked  by  a  shiny  black 
Transam  parked  right  across  Cindy's  drive¬ 
way.  We  had  tried  to  move  it,  tried  to  locate 
the  owner.  Finally  we  called  the  cops  to  come 
tow  it,  taking  great  glee  in  the  havoc  this 
would  wreak  on  the  Transam's  transmission. 
We  were  waiting  for  the  cop  to  arrive.  Just 
then,  Cindy’s  cat  Sunshine  wandered  over  to 
the  car,  lifted  his  leg  and  peed  on  the 


Transam. 

"From  each  according  to  his  ability,"  Linda 
cracked  and  we  all  cracked  up,  delighted 
with  the  contribution. 

A  joke  and  yet  not.  From  each  according 
to  her  ability  means  that  Linda  and  I  could 
give  money  and  encouragement,  and  did. 
Cindy  organized  a  reading  for  the  book  I  had 
edited.  She  had  always  been  there  as  a  loving 
friend  and  support,  and,  as  my  student,  was  a 
constant  source  of  inspiration,  a  reminder  of 
why  my  work  mattered,  and  a  force  for  the 
full-time  faculty  (an  almost  exclusively  male 
entity  at  that  point)  to  reckon  with.  There's  a 
way  I  feel  that  Cindy  helped  me  get  my  full 
time  job,  by  helping  me  stick  it  out;  by 
asserting  with  her  presence,  energy,  and  the 
trouble  we  made  together,  along  with  a  group 
of  fabulous  women  students  and  part-time 
faculty,  that  I  could  not  easily  be  dumped. 
Linda,  too,  got  a  job  in  that  same  program 
partly  because  Cindy  and  others  had  made 
plain  that  a  feminist  presence  was  critical. 

I  want  to  be  clear,  too,  that  it's  not  a  matter 
of  Cindy  giving  time  and  us  giving  money. 
We  have  for  years  given  what  we  had.  From 
each  according  to  her  ability.  To  each  accord¬ 
ing  to  her  need.  I  know  that  I  was  a  loving 
and  demanding  teacher  for  Cindy,  and  helped 
her  build  confidence  in  her  own  abilities,  a 
contribution  I  am  much  prouder  of  than  the 
money. 

I  do  believe  that  if  you  really  want  a  just, 
generous  world,  then  when  you  have  more 
money  that  you  need  -  and  I  am  not  about  to 
define  abstractly  what  is  need  —  you  deal 
responsibly  with  the  excess,  whether  by 
income  sharing,  or  making  substantial  dona¬ 
tions  to  political  groups,  or  founding  scholar¬ 
ships  and  prizes,  or  simply  helping  out  your 
friends.  And  you  do  this  not  only  or  even  pri¬ 
marily  because  it's  kind  or  fair  but  because 
you  want  the  result:  you  want  society  trans¬ 
formed;  you  want  to  help  create  more  equal 
access  to  resources,  and  you  recognize  that 
money  is  a  resource. 

But  I  also  know  that  here  are  many  ways 
to  give  and  to  receive.  The  illusion  that 
women  with  money  are  the  only  ones  with 
something  to  give  is  a  dangerous  one, 
derived  directly  from  a  capitalist  system  that 
values  nothing  but  money.  What  I  want  to 
challenge  here  is  the  false  notion  that  Linda 
and  I  gave  and  that  Cindy  took. 


ment  that  I  have  sent  to  every  person  I  could 
find  who  might  be  able  to  help  me,  especial¬ 
ly  nearby  here  in  Houston,  but  so  far  there  is 
no  response.  I  do  want  some  help  for  myself, 
yes,  but  I  also  would  like  people  out  there  in 
the  free  world  to  listen  more  to  what  the 
brothers  and  sisters  are  saying  from  inside. 
These  things  are  not  just  make  believe  sto¬ 
ries.  If  you  would  help  me  a  little,  it  would 
not  get  me  out  but  at  lease  it  might  stop  the 
abuse. 

We  may  be  different  in  our  lifestyles,  but 
that's  not  necessarily  because  of  choice. 
Have  you  ever  been  poor?  Have  you  ever 
had  to  sell  your  ass  for  a  roof  over  your 
head.  When  you  were  young  did  you  even 
get  threw  out  of  your  home  because  of  who 
you  are?  Did  you  have  to  go  to  the  streets 
because  there  was  no  other  place  to  go  to 
survive?  If  not,  then  you  need  to  wake  up! 
Get  out  of  the  fantasy  world  that  some  of 
you  are  in,  and  realize  that  WE  ARE  FAMI¬ 
LY!  And  that  all  of  these  things  will  get 
worse  until  we  stand  together  and  give  each 
other  a  hand.  Don't  just  read  what's  happen¬ 
ing,  GET  INTO  IT!  We  need  you! !  And  you 
need  us!  If  I  can  sit  in  this  hole  and  go  thru 
hell  everyday  by  myself  and  deal  with  my 
illness  and  still  stand  tall  and  fight  for  what  I 
feel  in  my  heart  is  Right,  then  at  least  you 
can  donate  a  few  hours  a  week  to  some  orga¬ 
nization  that  is  helping  fight  for  YOU! 

I  will  close  and  hope  that  someone  will  at 
least  write  and  that  GCN  will  print  this  and 
that  it  might  help  light  a  few  fires... 

Charles  B.  Rountree 
503215 
Rt  2,  Box  4400 
Gatesville,  TX  76528 
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Desktop  publishing  is  here!  Sure  enough,  with  your  steady  help,  we've  successfully  completed 
our  spring  fundraising  effort  to  bring  desktop  publishing  to  GCN!  Within  the  next  couple  of 
months,  you'll  see  a  new  look  --  fun  flairs  in  design  and  great  graphics  -  as  GCN  makes  the  transi¬ 
tion  to  desktop. 

You  made  it  happen!  You've  given  us  a  springboard  for  expansion!  Thanks! 

Special  thanks:  Six  donors  who  made  pace-setting  contributions  had  enough  faith  in  our  abilities  to 
help  us  at  the  beginning  and  support  our  efforts  every  step  of  the  way.  Many  of  our  Sustainers  made 
donations  above  and  beyond  the  $120+/year  each  Sustainer  already  contributes.  GCN  readers 
responded  to  our  appeal,  contributing  from  $5  to  $1 00  and  more  to  keep  up  the  momentum.  We're 
especially  grateful  for  the  support  shown  us  by  the  Funding  Exchange  and  the  Grass  Roots  Gay  Rights 
Fund.  Finally,  this  campaign  would  not  have  been  possible  without  the  hard  work  of  staff,  volunteers 
and  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Did  you  want  to  make  a  donation,  but  never  quite  got  around  to  it?  There's  lots  more  computer 
equipment  we'd  like  to  purchase,  and  your  tax-deductible  donation  is  always  welcome.  Just  send 
your  check  payable  to  GCN  to:  GCN  Desktop  Publishing  Campaign  1990,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston, 
Mass.  02116. 

•  To  celebrate  the  successful  completion  of  GCN's  Desktop  Publishing  Campaign ... 

•  On  the  occasion  of  the  17th  birthday  of  the  oldest  lesbian  and  gay  newsweekly  in  the  U.S. ... 

•  To  show  appreciation  for  all  those  who  contributed  to  our  campaign  ... 

•  And  in  honor  of  17  years  of  volunteers  who  have  made  GCN  possible ... 

GCN  invites  all  of  Its  readers,  including  community  activists,  advertisers,  donors  and  friends  to 
a  reception  (described  below). 


You  are 
cordially 
invited 


We  would  like  to  thank  you  . . . ||| 


Please  join  Gay 
Community  News 
in  celebration  of 
the  arrival  of  desktop 
publishing  and  the 
start  of  our  18th  fabu¬ 
lous  year! 


Bring  a  friend  or  two  or  more  II! 


Tuesday 
July  1  O 
6-8:00 
pm 

Boston 
Lesbian  & 
Gay  Service 
Center 
338 

Newbury  St. 
2nd  Floor 
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Fund 

Continued  from  page  I 

At  their  quarterly  meeting  on  June  9,  the 
board  of  directors  announced  that  three 
volunteer  representatives  would  take  seats 
on  the  board,  but  that  it  was  “illegal”  for 
staff  to  sit  on  a  board  of  directors.  (Later, 
staff  were  informed  that  their  sitting  on  the 
board  was  not  illegal,  only  —  according  to 
Brading  —  “inappropriate.”)  The  board 
did  not  approve  a  staff  request  that  Julian 
Maurice,  who  resigned  in  January  as  Crisis 
Line  coordinator,  be  reinstated.  Additional¬ 
ly,  they  rejected  a  call  for  a  change  in  the  by¬ 
laws  that  would  grant  volunteers  the 
authority  to  appoint  one  of  the  board’s  two 
co-chairs. 

Fundraiser  Joanna  Asperger  says  the 
board’s  approval  of  volunteer  representa¬ 
tion  was  designed  to  lure  volunteers  back  to 
working  on  the  Crisis  Line  as  well  as  a  way 
to  sidestep  the  issue  of  staff  representation. 
According  to  Asperger,  the  board  “didn’t 
want  a  system  of  checks  and  balances.... 
They  didn’t  want  us  to  have  any  part  in  the 
setting  of  policy  or  to  know  how  much  peo¬ 
ple  were  paid.  They  didn’t  want  us  crashing 
their  party.” 

The  following  Monday,  1 1  volunteers 
did  not  show  up  to  answer  the  phones,  and 
the  entire  staff  —  with  the  exception  of 
Gregory  Kilgailen,  a  secretary  who  sup¬ 
ported  the  board’s  decision  to  hire  Brading 
—  drafted  a  letter  to  Brading  that  outlined 
their  reasons  for  leaving.  “Continuing  to 
raise  funds  for  non-existent  or  non¬ 
functioning  programs  is  not  only  unethical 
but  fraudulent....  The  wishes  and  view¬ 
points  of  the  Staff  continue  to  be  ignored. 
Three  former  volunteers  have  been  placed 
on  the  board  over  our  objections,  while  the 
issue  of  staff  input  and  representation  re¬ 
mains  unresolved  on  the  ‘back  burner.’  ” 

The  letter  also  stipulated  that  they  would 
not  return  until  the  Crisis  Line  is  fully 
staffed  five  nights  per  week,  the  staff 
receives  representation  on  the  board,  and  all 
staff  members  are  granted  written  contracts. 
The  letter  states,  “This  action  should  not  be 
construed  as  either  a  mass  resignation  or  a 
‘strike.’  ”  Explained  Asperger,  “We  didn’t 
intend  a  resignation  at  all.  It  was  the  only 
way  we  could  think  of  to  get  this  resolved.... 
We  couldn’t  go  in  anymore  day  after  day... 
talking  to  the  donors  and  explaining  why 
they  should  overlook  what  had  happened 
and  continue  to  contribute  to  the  Fund.” 

Two  days  later  Brading  had  locksmiths 
change  the  locks  on  all  of  the  Fund’s  doors. 
This  was  the  fourth  time  in  a  year  that  locks 
had  been  changed;  the  last  two  times  oc¬ 
curred  when  the  board  terminated  the 
previous  executive  directors.  In  a  letter 
dated  June  15,  Brading  sent  registered  let¬ 
ters  to  the  12  staff  members  notifying  them 
they  had  been  terminated  as  of  June  11. 
“The  fact  is  they  abandoned  their  jobs,” 
Brading  told  GCN,  “and  it  leaves  me  very 
little  choice.”  □ 

Rhode  Island 

Continued  from  page  3 

ticipants  were  angry  at  the  House  of 
Representatives’  failure  to  pass  the  state  gay 
rights  bill,  which  would  have  offered  legal 
recourse  for  those  denied  credit  or  public  ac¬ 
commodations  because  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  Although  the  House  has  approved  a 
similar  bill  for  the  past  several  years,  this 
year’s  bill  was  denied  passage  in  a  45-45  vote 
on  June  28.  The  Senate  had  narrowly  ap¬ 
proved  this  year’s  bill  on  May  3.  (See  GCN, 
May  27-June  2,  1990.). 

During  a  rally  following  the  parade,  Chris 
Burkeof  the  Rhode  Island  Alliance  for  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Civil  Rights  called  for  a  “New 
Militancy”  campaign,  in  which  tactics  for 
passing  the  bill  would  not  be  limited  to 
educational  information  but  would  include 
using  the  economic  muscle  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community.  As  a  list  of  state 
representatives  was  passed  out,  Burke  noted 
that  many  of  those  on  the  list  were 
“restaurateurs,  lawyers”  and  other  “pro¬ 
fessionals.” 

“We  will  find  out  who  is  most  vulnerable 
and  we  will  devote  our  time,  our  energy  and 
our  money  to  getting  those  people  out  of 
there,”  said  Burke.  Pointing  to  the  State 
House  behind  him,  Burke  warned,  “It’s 
time  to  clean  this  house.  This  is  war!” 

Following  Burke,  the  Alliance’s  Julie 
Micks  urged  the  crowd  to  “help  those  who 
helped  us  and  hurt  those  who  hurt  us.”  The 
group  plans  to  draft  “The  Alliance 
Pledge,”  which  will  be  signed  by  businesses 
that  do  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  in  personnel  practices.  Such 
businesses  could  be  identified  by  the  place- 
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ment  of  a  small  pink  triangle  or  rainbow  flag 
in  their  windows.  The  Alliance  will  publicize 
businesses  that  refuse  to  sign  the  pledge  in 
the  lesbian  and  gay  media. 

Others  in  the  crowd  discussed  plans  of 
“outing”  closeted  representatives  who  voted 
against  the  bill.  One  of  the  most  virulent  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  bill  is  believed  to  be  a  closeted 
gay  man  and  a  campaign  to  gather  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  matter  is  sure  to  begin  soon. 

“I  think  people  have  learned  a  lot  this 
year,  especially  with  what  happened  to  the 
bill,”  said  activist  Jennie  Hoffman.  She  told 
GCN  that,  “A  radical  tone  was  set  and  I 
think  we’re  going  to  see  a  real  increase  in 
radical  gay  and  lesbian  activism.  People  are 
now  realizing  the  necessity  of  activism  and 
they’re  starting  to  learn  the  techniques. 

“If  people  aren’t  going  to  give  us  the 
rights  we  deserve  when  we  ask  for  them  nice¬ 
ly,”  she  concluded,  “we’ll  just  have  to  go 
out  and  get  them  with  whatever  it  takes.” 

Activist  Duncan  Smith  told  GCN  that  the 
shift  from  subtle  educational  campaigns  to 
the  New  Militancy  is  “a  logical  outcome.  If 
you  keep  people  down,  keep  them  oppressed, 
they  will  keep  demanding  whatever  is 
rightfully  theirs,  louder  and  louder. 

“There’s  a  lot  of  justified  anger  in  our 
community,”  said  Smith.  “I  think  it’s  a  sign 
of  health  —  we’ve  been  conditioned  for 
years  to  loathe  ourselves,  to  be  angry  with 
ourselves.  And  now  we’re  directing  some  of 
that  anger  outwards,  where  it  will  do  some 
good.”  □ 

Foster  care 

Continued  from  page  3 

natorial  candidates  this  year,  LaFontaine 
believes  that  it  is  dangerous  even  for  the 
more  subtly  homophobic  measure  to  pass. 
He  predicts  that  a  hostile  governor  could  use 
the  vote  on  this  amendment  to  justify  a 
reinstatement  of  an  anti-gay  foster  care 
policy.  “A  hostile  administration  could  take 
this  as  a  statement  of  legislative  intent  that 
they  don’t  want  gay  and  lesbian  people  to  be 
foster  parents,”  he  said. 

Lesbian  and  gay  activists  fought  for  five 
years  to  overturn  the  anti-gay  foster  policy 
issued  by  the  Dukakis  administration.  The 
Dukakis  regulations,  bitterly  opposed  by  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  here,  placed  gay 
and  lesbian  people  last  in  a  hierarchy  of 
foster  parent  applicants.  That  policy  was 
implemented  in  1985,  after  two  children 
were  removed  from  the  Roxbury  home  of  a 
gay  couple,  David  Jean  and  Donald  Babets. 

The  new  regulations,  which  went  into  ef¬ 
fect  May  25,  make  parenting  experience 
rather  than  marital  status  the  primary 
criterion  in  foster  care  placements. 

Both  LaFontaine  and  Isaacson  cite 
legislators’  belief  that  the  majority  of  voters 
oppose  lesbian  and  gay  foster  parenting  as 
the  underlying  problem  to  be  confronted  by 
activists.  “Voter  education  is  crucial,”  said 
Isaacson,  “and  it  has  to  come  from  places 
other  than  just  our  community.  We  need  to 
build  and  strengthen  our  coalitions  on  this 
issue.” 

“The  protests  against  Dukakis  in  past 
years  were  very  powerful,”  said  LaFon¬ 
taine,  “Now,  we  need  to  come  out.  We  need 
to  come  out  as  parents,  as  child  care 
workers,  as  people  who  are  around  children 
in  a  variety  of  settings.  What  people  need  to 
realize  is  that  what  they’re  doing  is  depriving 
children  of  people  who  love  and  care  about 
them.”  □ 

Gay  rights  law 

Continued  from  page  I 

the  SJC  decision  mentions  initiatives,  and 
said  that  two  lawyers  whom  he  had  asked  to 
review  the  decision  believed  that  the  deci¬ 
sion  could  bar  a  potential  initiative  petition. 

“We  have  a  very  strong,  powerful,  and 
vibrant  gay  and  lesbian  community  in  this 
state  which  formed  without  the  protection 
of  a  civil  rights  law,”  Laurie  Livingston  of 
the  Progressive  Caucus  told  GCN.  “The 
best  outcome  of  this  decision  would  be  if  we 
could  take  the  momentum  and  move  for¬ 
ward  as  lesbians  and  gay  men  on  our  other 
agendas.”  □ 
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Forum/Discussion  on 

The  Sixth  International 
Conference  on  AIDS 
What  it  means  for  you 

Presented  by  clinicians  and  AIDS  care-givers  who 
attended  the  conference  and  the  demonstrations. 

WEDNESDAY  JULY  18,1990 
7:00  PM  to  9:00  PM  •  RABB  AUDITORIUM 

Boston  Public  Library  (Copley  Square  Branch) 

For  additional  information  call  (617)  695-1213 
Sponsord  by  the  COMMUNITY  MEDICAL  ALLIANCE 
40  Broad  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02109 


INSURANCE 

■  Rates  quote  over  the  phone 

■  Flexible  payment  plans 

■  One  day  plate  service 

■  No  service  fees  -  ever! 
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INSURANCE  AGENCY 


Call  the  agency  you 
know  and  trust. 

Offices  loacted  at: 

1 68  Brighton  Avenue  ■  Alston,  MA  ■  782-0400 
4521  Washington  Street  ■  Roslindale,  MA  ■  323-0800 
241  Washington  Street  ■  Brookline,  MA  ■  731-1015 


Safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines 

GCN  offers  these  guidelines  for  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it’s 
important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person’s  body  into  another  person's 
bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented 
cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for  a  very  few  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get  from  one 
person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand  fistfucked  their 
partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 

How  to  Play  Safer 

Only  you  an  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  peo¬ 
ple  make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners’  sexual  and  drug  use  history 
and/or  HIV  status.  People  also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situa¬ 
tion.  If  you  and  your  partner  have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don’t  make  assumptions.  (For  example, 
many  lesbians  have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubriants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubriants  like  Crisco, 
Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre-cum 

gets  in  your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 
Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No  information 
has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  "female  ejaculate." 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap 
and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don’t  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  safe. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including 
AIDS. 

Intravenous  Drug  Use 

•  Don’t  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  If  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  clean  them  before  and  after  each  injection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times.  In  an  emergency,  rub¬ 
bing  alcohol  or  vodka  an  be  used  instead  of  bleach.  Or  you  an  boil  works  that  aren't  plastic  in  water  for  at  least  1 5  minutes. 
(Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your  works.) 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342  7514 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  I  (800)  235-2331 

Launo  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual).  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce,  Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men  s  Health  Cnsis  (GMHC),  New  York:  (212)  807-665S 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  Washington.  D  C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women  s  AIDS  Network.  San  Francisco:  (4IS)  864-4376 


before  us  who  had  the  funk  or  the  beat: 
Ghandi,  Lech  Walesa,  the  rioters  at 
Stonewall.  “Martin  Luther  King  had  the 
beat  and  the  dream.”  The  beat  is  beyond 
our  comprehension  but  it  propels  us  for¬ 
ward  to  revolution  and  change.  “The  funk 
fights  fascism,  racism,  sexism,  homopho¬ 
bia!  We’ve  got  to  work  the  funk,  bring  the 
funk  back  into  our  lives!”  Already  con¬ 
stantly  “in  your  face”  with  irreverant  words 
and  ideas,  Sandra  is  forced  on  the  viewer  in 

Even  as  she  moves 
us,  Sandra  Bernhard 

MAKES  FUN  OF  US  FOR 
BEING  MOVED,TRAPPING 
US  IN  THE  SAME  WAY 
THAT  POPULAR  CULTURE 
ITSELF  TRAPS  US 
INTO  ADULATION. 

numerous  close-ups  that  reinforce  her  ag¬ 
gressive  presence.  The  camera  spins  upside 
down  and  back  again  ,  turning  Sandra’s  face 
into  a  huge,  whirling  confrontation, 
challenging  those  who  would  “fight  the 
funk.”  Eventually  the  scene  fades  to  black 
with  only  a  triangular  configuration  of  pink- 
red  lights.  Amen. 

In  another  scene,  Sandra’s  reflections  on 
the  Warhol  auction  at  Sotheby’s  turn  to 
thoughts  of  the  desert,  and  there  ensues  a 
country/western  duet  of  Hank  Williams’ 
I’m  So  Lonesome  I  Could  Cry  with 
cowyboy  John  Doe.  The  set  transforms.  A 
variety  of  characters  and  backgrounds, 
which  seem  to  have  escaped  from  a  techni¬ 
color  squaredance,  appear  in  front  of  a  big 
red  barn  facade.  Moments  later  the  doors  of 
the  barn  open  into  a  New  York  City  skyline 
to  accompany  a  change  in  mood  and  music. 

Another  addition  to  the  stage  show  is 
interviewTStyle  head  shots  of  Sandra’s  friend 
Steve  Antin  and  an  actress  playing  the  part 
of  her  manager  Ingrid  Horn.  These  give  the 
film  a  “documentary”  feel  and  —  whether 
true  or  not  —  serve  to  provide  personal 
anecdotes  about  Sandra.  And  not  to  disap¬ 
point  those  of  you  who  may  have  wondered 
if  you’d  see  Madonna  in  Ms.  Bernhard’s 
film,  there  is  a  striptease  performance  by  a 
“lucky,  lucky,  lucky  star”  named 
Shashana,  which  is  just  as  exciting.  Really. 

Perhaps  most  striking  is  a  more  mysterious 
figure  that  punctuates  the  film.  A  beautiful 
and  very  aloof  black  woman  is  seen  in  brief 
cuts  interspersed  throughout  the  film  that 
establish  her  as  connected  with  Afro- 
American  culture  (seen  with  tribal  drum 
music  in  the  background,  listening  to  rap 
music,  reading  the  Kabbalah).  It  later  seems 
possible  that  Sandra  wants  to  be  the  woman, 
or  perhaps  simply  wants  her.  But  the  woman 


rejects  her  by  the  end  of  the  film.  Sandra’s 
interest  in/desire  of  the  woman  is  criticized 
by  rap  group  NWA  (Niggers  With  Attitude) 
in  a  scene  in  which  the  black  woman  is  gaz¬ 
ing  at  herself  in  the  mirror  and  trimming  her 
hair,  much  like  the  direct-audience-address 
opening  scene  where  Sandra  is  taking  the 
scissors  to  her  own  split  ends.  It’s  no  coin¬ 
cidence  that  we  hear  “...speakin’  of  Comp¬ 
ton  it’s  makin’  me  sick,  everybody’s  talkin’ 
that  crazy  shit.  Savin’  they  were  raised  in  the 
CPT,  just  ’cause  I  was,  they  try  to  be  like 
me.”  Clearly,  Sandra  is  underscoring  and 
labelling  her  own  black  envy.  Another  scene 
that  serves  the  same  purpose  is  one  in  which 
four  white  women  caress  each  other  in  the 
shower  while  the  beautiful  black  woman 
walks  carefully  around  them.  She  appraises 
them  with  a  look  that  would  be  contemp¬ 
tuous  if  it  weren’t  so  absent  and  detached. 

These  are  all  strands  of  the  running  con¬ 
troversial  theme  throughout  the  film:  San¬ 
dra  Bernhard’s  apparent  love/hate  relation¬ 
ship  with  black  people.  It  is  clear  to  me  that 
Sandra  has  a  genuine  admiration  for  the 
black  performers  she  impersonates  (Diana 
Ross,  Sylvester,  Prince,  Nina  Simone),  but 
black  people  in  general  seem  to  present 
something  of  a  problem  for  her.  The  entire 
set-up  of  the  film  is  constructed  to  draw  at¬ 
tention  to  Bernhard’s  lack  of  popularity 
with  black  people.  Bernhard  plays  the  stage 
show  in  front  of  a  very  disinterested  and 
unappreciative  all-black  audience  (actually  1 
did  see  two  white  people).  An  equally  unim¬ 
pressed  black  emcee  keeps  encouraging  the 
crowd  to  “show  their  support  for  Sara  Bern- 
hard.”  They’re  especially  disinterested 
when  she  speaks  of  herself,  her  Jewish 
heritage  and  the  hardships  she’s  encoun¬ 
tered.  They  obviously  do  not  relate  and  have 
no  real  inclination  to  try.  We  only  see  the 
black  audience  and  musicians  (yes,  her  back¬ 
up  musicians  are  black  too)  having  a  good 
time  at  one  point  in  the  film:  during  the 
warm-up  —  before  Sandra  arrives  on  stage. 

All  of  this  —  the  bored  audience,  the 
mysterious  woman,  and  the  appropriation 
of  pieces  of  black  culture  in  the  performers 
she  impersonates/pays  tribute  to  —  has  led  to 
some  discussions  I’ve  heard  as  to  whether  or 
not  this  movie  is  racist.  The  first  time  I  saw 
Without  You  I’m  Nothing  was  in  April  at  a 
sneak  screening  in  Providence,  directly  after 
which  Sandra  appeared  at  Brown  University 
to  discuss  the  film.  Her  explanation  for  hav¬ 
ing  the  black  woman  appear  periodically 
during  the  film  was  that  she  “liked  to  look 
at  beautiful  people.”  While  this  may  be,  1 
think  this  explanation  will  fail  to  satisfy  a  lot 
of  people.  Sandra  has  clearly  made  deliber¬ 
ate  choices  and  many  viewers  will  want  to 
know  what  right  she  had  to  do  this,  and  ex¬ 
actly  what  kind  of  statement  she  is  trying  to 
make. 

1  agree  with  people  who  feel  that  artists 
cannot  make  these  kinds  of  choices  without 
being  responsible  for  their  implications. 
And  I  appreciate  Sandra’s  commitment  to 
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by  Adrianna  Alty 

Without  You  I'm  Nothing.  Directed 
by  John  Boskovich.  Written  by  Sandra 
Bernhard  and  John  Boskovich.  With 
Sandra  Bernhard.  At  Loew's  Nickelodeon, 
Boston  and  opening  nationally 

The  first  time  I  saw  Sandra  Bernhard 
live  was  three  years  after  she  appeared 
in  Martin  Scorsese’s  1983  King  of 
Comedy  and  won  a  National  Society  of  Film 
Critics  award  for  her  performance.  At  the 
time  she  was  playing  a  small  club  in 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  it  was  then 
that  I  decided  that  I  would  have  to  marry 
Sandra  Bernhard.  I’m  sure  I  was  not  the 
first  woman  to  decide  this.  Sandra’s  ag¬ 
gressive  and  irreverent  performances 
underscored  with  gay  subtexts,  her  book, 
Confessions  of  a  Pretty  Lady ,  in  which  she 
details  her  affairs  (with  both  women  and 
men),  and  her  flirtatious  appearances  on 
Late  Night  With  David  Letterman  have  won 
her  the  following  of  many  dykes. 

As  Sandra  has  risen  to  notoriety,  there  has 
been  increased  speculation  as  to  whether  she 
is  gay  or  not.  1  don’t  care  if  she  says  she  is  or 
doesn’t  say  it,  or  if  she  “likes  to  keep  her  op¬ 
tions  open. ..what  girl  doesn’t?”  Excessive 
attention  given  to  her  last  summer  because 
people  wanted  to  believe  the  rumor  that 
Sandra  and  Madonna  were  having  an  affair 
overshadowed  the  fact  that  Bernhard  has 
always  been  gay  positive,  always  been 
ultra-cool. 

The  film  adaptation  of  Sandra 
Bernhard’s  “smash  hit  one-woman  show,” 
Without  You  I’m  Nothing ,  is  an  enjoyable 
and  varied  parody/celebration  of  pop 
culture  that  she  workshopped  for  years  all 
over  the  country  in  the  guise  of  stand-up 
comedy.  For  those  who  have  seen  the  show, 
or  more  likely  heard  the  recording  of  it, 
Bernhard  retains  her  unique  combination  of 
singing  and  monologues.  She  lends  us  her 
insights  on  just  about  everything,  with 
musical  numbers  featuring  the  finest  of 


Nina  Simone,  Sylvester,  Diana  Ross  and 
Hank  Williams  —  all,  of  course,  done 
Bernhard-style.  However,  the  film  differs 
from  the  off-Broadway  show  in  some  very 
important  ways. 

Bernhard  and  director  John  Boskovich 
have  made  good  use  of  cinematic  advantage 
and  the  control  afforded  by  manipulation  of 
camera  angles,  close-ups,  editing,  lighting. 
These  techniques  are  applied  so  effectively 
there  is  a  richness  in  texture  and  atmosphere 
in  spite  of  a  low  budget  by  Hollywood  stan¬ 
dards.  Even  the  transitions  between  sets  are 
pleasing  to  watch  unfold.  The  movie  also  in¬ 
cludes  added  footage  to  link  segments  from 
the  show  stage.  Finally,  the  deliberate 
choice  was  made  to  play  out  segments  of  the 
play  before  a  predominantly  lack  audience. 
All  of  these  things  enhance  the  watchability 
and  add  considerable  dimension  to  an 
already  loaded  act. 

There  are  several  scenes  in  which  these 
decisions  and  their  effect  are  apparent.  In  a 
sequence  about  a  “straight”  man’s  venture 
into  the  gay  bar  sub-culture,  a  moving 
camera,  circling  Sandra  ever  faster,  is  used 
to  underscore  the  rising  excitement  of  the 
scene  as  the  man  —  with  the  aid  of  poppers 
and  a  tambourine  —  begins  to  see  things  in  a 
slightly  different  light.  He’s  feeling  dizzy, 
feeling  sexy  and  “suddenly,  in  the  corner  of 
the  Disco,  you  see  a  big  black  man  in  a  gold 
lame  kaftan,  looming  above  the  crowd.  He 
has  a  short  blond  afro  and  red  lipstick 
smeared  across  his  face.  He’s  a  black  angel 
there  to  take  you  HIGH-errr.  You  feel  like 
Columbus  discovering  the  New  World.  You 
feel  free... Thank  God  Almighty,  Free  at 
last.”  The  scene  explodes  into  a  furious  ren¬ 
dition  of  the  classic  Sylvester  song  You 
Make  Me  Feel  (Mighty  Real). 

In  one  of  my  favorite  scenes,  one  of  the 
most  powerful  and  gay-positive  (also  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  Sylvester  track:  “Do  Ya 
Wanna  Funk?”),  Sandra  tells  us  that  we  are 
living  in  suppressive  times.  She  explains  to 
us  “the  beat  and  the  funk  and  the  rhythm 
and  life”  (which  are  all  the  same). 
She  lists  some  of  the  visionaries  who  came 


Sandra  Bernhard  does.  Her  risky  and 

GAY-POSITIVE  NEW  FILM,  WITHOUT  YOU  I'M 

Nothing,  funks  with  pop  culture  and 

PRECONCEPTIONS  ABOUT  RACE 
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dealing  with  complicated  subject  matter  in¬ 
stead  of  avoiding  it.  But  by  doing  this,  she 
opens  herself  up  to  criticism  that  she  is 
racially  insensitive.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know 
all  of  the  motivations  behind  what  Bernhard 
has  done,  but  as  a  black  woman  it  is  of  par¬ 
ticular  importance  to  me. 

You  see,  1  wasn’t  kidding  when  I  said  that 
1  thought  I  would  marry  Sandra  Bern- 
hard.  It  hadn’t  occured  to  me  that  my 
chances  might  be  considerably  slimmer 
because  of  my  skin  color.  Then  came  the 
day  that  1  sat  in  the  front  row  of  her  1989 
performance  in  the  auditorium  at  the  Rhode 
Island  School  of  Design.  There  I  was, 
flanked  by  friends  of  mine  who  had  never 
seen  her  live,  friends  who  had  never  seen  her 
at  all,  friends  I  had  convinced  to  come.  (I 
have  a  lot  of  friends.)  “She’s  great,  great,”  I 
enthused.  “She’s  the  closest  you’ll  get  to 
P.C.  without  the  B.S.  You’ll  love  her!” 
Wasn’t  I  clever? 

Looking  back,  I  see  that  I  must  have  been 
an  easy  target  sitting  there  in  the  front  row, 
an  extremely  colorful,  somewhat  oddly 
shaped  hat  my  roommate  had  knitted  me 
perched  on  my  head.  I  had  taken  to  wearing 
it  every  day,  indoors  and  out.  Anyway,  I 
was  sitting  there  taking  pictures,  merrily 
snapping  away,  and  Sandra  yelled  down 
from  the  stage  “What  is  that  thing  on  your 
head?  Some  kind  of  Afro-sack?”  Well,  she 
went  on  and  on  and  I  was  horror  stricken. 
Not  only  was  the  woman  I  worshipped  mak¬ 
ing  fun  of  me,  but  the  little  P.C.  alarm  was 
going  off,  the  alarm  that  automatically  goes 
off  in  these  “late  ’80s”  (I  still  consider  it  the 
late  ’80s)  when  one  hears  racial  references 
of  any  kind.  I  began  to  get  the  feeling  that 
Sandra,  my  idol,  had  an  unfortunate  weak 
spot.  Seeing  this  film  does  not  exactly 
reassure  me  on  that  score. 

However,  I  do  know  that  I  prefer  her  art 
(and  she  is  an  artist,  as  the  Horn  character 
says,  “first,  last  and  always...”)  to  art  that 
is  politically  correct  but  formulaic  and  impo¬ 
tent,  unmoving  at  best.  Sandra  Bernhard’s 
risky  comedy  is  intelligent  and  honest.  It 
doesn’t  all  work  and  some  of  it  may  certain¬ 
ly  offend,  but  she  puts  it  all  out  there  and 
that’s  the  best  chance  we,  as  her  audience, 
have  to  get  anything  at  all  from  it. 


We  are  provoked  to  really  think  about 
what  it  is  Bernhard  is  doing  and  saying,  and 
challenged  to  form  our  own  defendable 
opinions  about  some  very  controversial 
things.  Sandra  doesn’t  try  to  tell  us  what  it  is 
we  should  think,  she  laughs  at  us  and  dares 
to  ask  us  why  we  think  she  shouldn’t.  She 
leaves  her  coiredy  open  ended,  simultan¬ 
eously  honoring  and  making  fun  of  a  broad 
spectrum  of  topics  and  issues  from  the  im¬ 
portant  to  the  trivial  (including  herself), 
which  can  leave  doubts  as  to  her  intended 
targets.  Even  as  she  moves  us,  Sandra  Bern- 
hard  makes  fun  of  us  for  being  moved, 
trapping  us  in  the  same  way  that  popular 
culture  itself  traps  us  into  adulation.  There 
is  something  complicated  and  very  percep¬ 
tive  going  on  in  what  Sandra  does.  That  is 
why  1  reject  simplistic  interpretations  that 
say  that  she  is  racist  or  even  “petty  and 
billious.” 

In  the  final  scene,  Sandra  delivers  her 
monologue  while  cloaked  in  an  American 
flag.  She  pays  homage  to  American  ideals  of 
diversity,  which  she  has  “tried  to  incor¬ 
porate  in  her  world  view.”  This  leads  into  a 
performance  of  that  quintessentially 
American  ballad,  Prince’s  Little  Red  Cor¬ 
vette.  Soon  Sandra’s  voice  is  replaced  by 
Prince’s  original  rendition  and  she  breaks 
loose  in  a  dance  performance  that  did  not 
exist  in  the  off-Broadway  show.  She  tosses 
off  her  flag  cape  to  reveal  an  equally 
patriotic  costume:  star-shaped  pasties  and  a 
red  and  white  striped  G-string.  For  those  of 
us  who  would  have  been  content  to  watch 
Sandra  saying  and  doing  anything  for  two 
hours,  this  scene  is  the  ultimate  in  entertain¬ 
ment.  Subverting  voyeuristic,  traditional 
Hollywood  scenes  in  line  with  recent 
feminist  film  criticism,  this  scene  is  sus¬ 
tained  and  unromanticized.  It  is  part  parody 
of  Prince’s  semi-nude,  narcissistic  perfor¬ 
mances,  and  part  just  Sandra  literally  put¬ 
ting  her  ass  in  the  camera  and  on  the  line. 

The  movie  is  opening  up  across  the  coun¬ 
try  but  if  it  doesn’t  come  to  a  theatre  near 
you,  it  would  be  well  worth  taking  a  road 
trip  to  see  it.  People  unfamiliar  with  Sandra 
Bernhard  may  find  Without  You  I’m 
Nothing  a  bit  too  personal  and  self- 
indulgent,  but  I  think  most  of  her  work 
transcends  this.  The  Boston  Globe  arts  sec¬ 
tion  recently  featured  the  headline  “Where; 
are  our  heroes?  Not  at  the  movies.”  Well,i 
one  of  mine  is.  Don’t  miss  her.  □ 

Adrianna  Alty  has  also  seen  Sandra  Bern- 
hard  in  an  episode  of  The  Hitchhiker  on  the 
cable  channel  USA  where  she  played  an 
odd-looking  drug  dealer  named  Rat. 
Adrianna  also  thinks  that  she  has  seen  San¬ 
dra  Bernhard  in  a  short-lived  Revlon  televi¬ 
sion  commercial  sometime  last  year.  If 
anyone  can  verify  this,  please  write  to 
Adrianna  c/o  GCN. 


Texas 

Continued  from  page  1 6 

words  of  working  class  lesbians  that  are  our 
history.  “We  are  all  the  makers  of  history,” 
Nestle  maintained.  “I  am  a  very  small  part 
of  a  huge  people’s  courage.”  The  voices 
served  to  exemplify  “private  courage  in  all 
its  varieties.”  One  such  voice  was  that  of  a 
Jewish  woman  in  her  late  60s,  a  fan  of  Rad- 
clyffe  Hall’s  classic  lesbian  novel  The  Well 
of  Loneliness,  who  had  garnered  strength 
during  the  Holocaust.  “Remembering  that 
book,  I  wanted  to  live  long  enough  to  kiss 
another  woman.”  Nestle  cited  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  lesbian  herstory  as  “our  own  needs 
for  validation  and  conclusion.” 

On  Sunday  morning,  Ivy  Young,  Director 
of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
Families  Project  addressed  the  issue  of 
visibility:  “the  necessity  for  us,  as  lesbians, 
[is]  to  make  our  presence  known  and  felt, 
both  inside  and  outside  our  movement.  And 
the  necessity  for  us  ...  [is]  to  take  credit  for 
what  we  have  contributed  to  lesbian  and  gay 
politics.  Essentially,  this  high-powered, 
opinion-forming  news  magazine  [/Vews- 
week,  March  12,  1990]  has  pronounced  that 
the  gay  movement  in  the  United  States  is 
white,  middle  class,  and  male,  period,”  she 
said.  “Lesbian  visibility  is  a  power  issue'. 
The  question  is,  do  we  want  to  claim  that 
power?  If  you  are  a  person  of  color,  you 
can’t  choose  not  to  come  to  grips  with 
racism.  If  you  are  a  woman,  you  can’t 
choose  not  to  come  to  grips  with  sexism. 
Both  groups  are  immediately  identifiable. 
But  as  lesibans,  we  can  choose  whether  or 
not  to  contend  directly,  to  do  daily,  con¬ 
scious  battle  with  homophobia.  If  we  are  go¬ 
ing  to  be  ‘Lesbians  in  the  ’90s:  Speaking 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Healthy  teeth... 
they’re  a 
team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hjde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Monday  •Saturday  &  Evenings 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 

(617)  523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Quality  (617)  524-6822 

Printing 


for  a 
change 


collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 
meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
from  layout  to  bindery.  Call  us  for 
an  estimate  at  524-6822  Monday 
through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA *  *02130 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 
•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 

thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
“Bookkeeping  By  Design" 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A  IP,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll.  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


VOLUNTEER  AT  GCN 

SEE  AD  IN  CLASSIFIEDS  PAGE  1 3  FOR  DETAILS 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

■ 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 

Anxiety  ■  Phobias  ■  Stress 

1131  Beacon  St  Suite  I 
Brookline.Ma.  02146 
(617)  734-5779 


The  law  Offices  of 

DAVID  R.  LUND 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

DAVID  R.  LUND 
BARBARA  MACY 
THERESE  A.  YOUNG 

Boston  (617)  266-0760 


serving  the  gay /lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  Ac  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty /voice 
M-Th6-ll  PM  and  Fri  &  Sun  6  -  8:30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave*  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 


Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


Ski  X  and  Slope 
Private  Baths 
Swimminnng  Pool 
Tavern  Room 
Jacuzzi 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offeriing  country  charm.  2.  a  vaction  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

11/2  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  and  Leslie 


EB/aBva 


24  HOUR  UVE  ACTION! 


1 *900*999*8500 

Just  75t  a  minute  _ 


(SI  50  tor  1st  min  ) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mall  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 


C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 


Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


-Kevin  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 

Explosively  funny  bits!" 

-Joyce  Kulhowlk,  WBZ-TV 


DINNER/SHOW 
PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE 


357-8384 

GROUP  BATES 
426-6444 
•1701 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRALS  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(Open  Year  Round) 

1 58  Bradlord  St. 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
Brochure  (508)  487-9665 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNCTURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82Glenville  Ave.,  *11 
Allston,  MA  02134 
(617)  783-3965 

ALCQHOUPRUG 

TREATMENT. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  SL 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

SpoHord,  NH  03462  ' 

(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Carrtoridge,  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T,  W,  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boytston  St. 

Boston,  M  A  02106 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Carrtoridge,  MA02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 

Books  of  Political  Struggle: 
South  Africa.  Central 
America,  Gay  &  Lesbian 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACIQRS. 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD, 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

1100  Mass.  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 

45  Newbury  St.,  Suite  333 
Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR  S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston.  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202  8629 
(10  Min.  Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340  Excellent 
References  -  I  do  windowsl 

COMPUTER  SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Malison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  SL,  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

COM  MONHEALTH,  INC. 

42  Pleasant  St.  Arlington.  MA 
(617)  646-3535  Dan  or  Meg 


THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

Cheryl  Procacdni,  LCSW 
44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy,  MA  02171 
(617)  786-0137 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186  1/2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  M A  021 39 
(617)876-4488 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Carrtoridge.  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  tor  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Reoovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 

596Tremont  St. 

Boston.  MA  021 1 8 
(617)437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 

60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA02138 
(617)876-8438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 

Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

PENTlSTffiL 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)926-4289 

FUNCTIONS  AT  YOUR 
SERVICE 

Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktail  parties,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP  P.UBUSH1NG 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 

62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmul  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St.,  Boston 
We  carry  the  couplets  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Wak-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 


FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  dinic  lor  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  tree 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL  MIDWIFERY 
SERVICE 

Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  tor  appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adull  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
in  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Colurrtous 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  6-week 
residency  program  (or  HIV  + 
asymptomatic  individuals. 

1 -800-767-HE AL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi  weekly,  monthly 
and  spedal  occasions 
(617)776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER  INSURANCE 

552  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA02118 
(617)437-9400 
Servidng  all  your  insurance 
needs. 

DAVID  L  COLUNS,  CLU 

Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEV1CH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 

241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS  ATTORNEY 
FRANK  R  MICKELSON 

8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Lott 
Boston,  MA  (617)  367-0414 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  M-Sat.,  12-7 
(617)  262-1000,  x  298, 

BETH  WALSH,  C.M.T. 

Sports  massage,  pain  relief, 
relaxation  techniques. 

(617)  623-7258. 

MEDIATION  ALTERNATIVES 

Dispute  resolution  tor 
non-traditional  relationships 
Pat  Reeve  and  Carole  Spear 
(617)  524-4066 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 

Interior  Painting  Quality  work 
at  reasonable  rates.  Call  for 
estimate  (617)536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 

Spedalizing  in  the  fine 
restoration  of  older  homes  - 
interior/exterior.  Insured 
Call  lor  Estimate 
(617)661-6089 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS  PHOTOGRAPHY 

Private  Studio,  Warwick,  Rl 
$39  Special:  8x10  Color 
Portraits  -  G  4  L's  Preferred 
Call  Pat,  (401)461-3240 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Service  Brokerage:  Jay 
Littoll.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 


RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 
(617)782-8894 

METROPOUTAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Carrtoridge  St.,  near 
Gov't.  Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship 
7  PM.  Open  to  all.  A  church 
of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794  Mass  every 
Sun.  5:30  PM  Serving  the 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSAUST 

Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  at 
Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Roxbury  Crossing  T  stop 
(617)445-1277 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

POOLS  OF  DISTINCTION 

Inground  and  onground. 

Full  and  creative  finandng. 
Free  home  survey  -  call 
(800)  427-7665  Mass.  Of 
(617)  857-3030 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 

416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 

BOOKKEEPING/ 

FINANCIAL  PLAN N!NC- 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

GORDON  E.  PARRY,  CPA 

Tax  Preparation  &  Small 
Business  Consulting  Boston 
So.  End:  (617)  730-4103  N. 
Shore:  (617)  631-3117 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert  Finandal  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
•Bookkeeping  •Payroll 
•Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at  (617)  292-6415 

WOMEN'S  INVESTMENT 
LETTERS 

Advice  on  Slocks,  Bonds,  and 
more  $  1 20/year  letter  ($10 
copy)  $150  course  ($1 5  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochituate,  MA01778 

WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

1  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 

T  Shirt  Printing 

PO  Box  405  Rockpott.  MA 

01966  (508)  546-7252 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 

Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

VIDEOS 

J  A  J  ENTERPRISES 
All  male  XXX  videos, 
male  mags  &  novels  P.O.  Box 
438  Salem,  NH  03079 

WOMEN'S  MIGHT  CLUBS. 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  lor  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  M  A  02139 
(617)  497-7200  W  8  PM-1 
AM.  Th.  4.  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM- 

2  AM.  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 
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Get  It  On  With  Hot  Men 


t 


Call 


1-900-463-4MEN 


A 


'■  5sh?s 


□  Relationships 

0  Party  Boys  &  Guys  Under  30 

0  Leather  &  Levi’s 

0  Hot  Phone  talk 

Or  Leave  A  Message  For  Others 

lo  Call  You. 


- 


That’s 


No  Credit  Card  Required  Gay  Owned  &  Operated 


$1  per  min.  ($2  1st  min.)  18  + 


*fX> 


DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WAITING! 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal”  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 

GAY 


SELECTIONS' 


Only  $1.00  per  minute. 

Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


1-900-370-2266 


Texas 

Continued  from  page  8 

Out,’  then  we  cannot  ignore  the  fact  that  it  is 
very  difficult  to  hear  voices  muffled  by 
closet  doors. 

“To  those  who  have  grappled  with  this 
issue,  and  decided  that  coming  out  is  an  im¬ 
possibility  —  believe  me  it  is  understandable 
—  there  are  some  options,”  Young  said. 
“You  may  not  be  able  to  march  in  a 
demonstration,  but  you  can  write  a  letter  to 
your  elected  officials.  You  may  not  be  able 
to  join  a  picket  line,  but  you  can  contribute 
to  any  number  of  organizations  that 
desperately  need  funds.  You  may  not  be 
able  to  tell  your  colleagues  about  all  of  who 
you  are,  but  you  can  —  when  the  situation 
demands  —  certainly  tell  your  coworkers  or 
anyone  else,  that  you  do  not  tolerate 
homophobic  or  sexist  or  racist  remarks 
made  in  your  presence.  The  only  thing  peo¬ 
ple  will  discover  about  you  is  that  you  are  a 
human  being  who  desires  respect,  equality, 
justice  and  compassion  for  everybody.” 

Young  brought  home  her  message  in 
sweet  gentle  melody,  singing  the  words  of  a 
song  written  by  Bernice  Johnson  Reagon  of 
Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock: 

Tomorrow  lies  somewhere  ’round  the 
bend 

Tomorrow  lies  somewhere  ’round  the 
bend 

My  life,  my  joy,  my  fears,  my  anger 
My  hopes,  my  dreams,  my  struggle  for 
change 

All  of  these  I  take  with  me 
I’m  on  my  way  to  tomorrow. 

As  indeed  we  are.  Each  Texas  Lesbian 
Conference  and  every  such  gathering  of  the 
members  of  our  community  are  steps  in  that 
direction.  All  that  is  learned,  experienced 
and  shared  at  each  conference  is  passed  on 
and  built  upon.  □ 

Next  year’s  conference  will  be  held  in 
Austin. 

S.C.  Pride 

Continued  from  page  3 

That  date,  June  23,  has  now  gone  down  in 
South  Carolina  history  as  the  first  public 
demonstration  of  lesbian  and  gay  pride  in 
this  bastion  of  southern  conservatism.  As 
the  South  Carolina  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride 
March  (GLPM)  posters  had  proclaimed  for 
months,  the  time  had  come  for  gay  celebra¬ 
tion  here. 

In  the  last  days  before  the  march,  rumors 
flew  fast  and  furiously:  the  police  permit  for 
the  march  had  been  withdrawn;  Coors  Beer 
had  taken  away  its  sponsorship  of  the  post¬ 
rally  gala;  the  Klu  Klux  Klan  would  be  out  in 
force;  the  wrath  of  hostile  South  Caroli¬ 
nians,  including  the  use  of  BB  guns,  would 
overwhelm  the  march;  and  on  and  on. 


The  reality  was  a  peaceful,  joyous  event 
that  was  perfect  in  almost  every  way. 
Following  a  day  of  ominous  thundershow¬ 
ers,  the  weather  couldn’t  have  been  better, 
starting  off  bright  and  sunny  and  turning, 
just  as  the  march  was  beginning,  into  an 
overcast,  breezy  day. 

The  number  of  participants  even  exceed¬ 
ed  the  final  estimates,  which  had  grown 
from  12  to  1 ,500  because  of  eight  months  of 
superb  organization,  hard  work,  and  strong 
support  from  activists  in  neighboring  states. 
The  march  stretched  over  the  entire  parade 
route,  turning  Main  Street  into  an  undulat¬ 
ing  river  of  pink  balloons  emblazoned  with 
the  GLPM  logo.  Rousing  impromptu 
chants  sprung  up  out  of  nowhere  (the 
organizers  had  forgotten  to  plan  for  them), 
and  at  one  point  the  marchers  spontaneous¬ 
ly  took  the  State  House  steps.  There  was  no 
heckling  or  confrontation  with  onlookers 
or  the  handful  of  religious  counter- 
demonstrators. 

The  march  received  excellent  coverage 
from  the  local  press,  and  a  CNN  report  on 
Pride  included  South  Carolina’s  celebra¬ 
tion. 

Entertainment  and  speeches  were  provid¬ 
ed  by  lesbian  singer/songwriter  Lynn 
Lavner,  Robert  Bray  of  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  openly  gay  U.S. 
Army  staff  sergeant  Perry  Watkins,  Georgia 
state  legislator  Nan  Orrock,  singer  Tracy 
Drach,  and  the  Capital  Cowboys,  a  hunky 
dance  troupe  from  Raleigh,  N.C.  An  array 
of  local  speakers  represented  Parents  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  (P-FLAG), 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(ACLU),  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  Rain¬ 
bow  Coalition,  and  GLPM. 

‘I  can  now  sleep  at  night’ 

During  the  months  of  meetings,  fund¬ 
raisers  and  public  appearances  prior  to  the 
march,  I,  as  an  organizer,  had  lost  sight  of 
the  extraordinary  courage  it  takes  for  many 
gay  men  and  lesbians  to  come  forward 
publicly  for  the  first  time,  risking  humilia¬ 
tion,  job  loss  and  rejection  by  family  and 
friends.  As  someone  who  had  never  attend¬ 
ed  a  Pride  march,  I  could  not  have  predicted 
the  absolute  jubilation  1  felt  in  witnessing 
the  transformation  of  person  after  person 
after  person  from  quivering  bundles  of  fear 
into  radiantly  proud  and  empowered  peo¬ 
ple. 

One  man  who  had  feared  such  retribution 
if  he  marched  said,  “I  could  not  sleep.... 
What  if  my  parents  saw  me?  They  know  I’m 
gay  and  they  hate  it.  It  would  kill  them  to  see 
their  son  on  television  or  in  the  newspaper 
with  ‘a  bunch  of  fags.’  ”  Eventually,  he 
said,  he  began  thinking,  “But  what  if  1  lost 
my  job  or  lost  my  house  or  was  beaten  up  all 
because  I  was  gay?  What  if  nobody  gave  a 
damn  about  my  rights  and  there  were  no 
laws  to  protect  my  rights  as  a  gay  man?  I  had 
to  march!” 

Following  the  event,  he  said  “June  23, 
1990  has  passed.  My  heart  has  stopped 
pounding,  and  I  can  now  sleep  at  night.”  □ 


Gay  and  lesbian  South  Carolinians  take  the  State  House  curing  the  historic  Pride  celebration,  June  30 
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ANNE  MCQUARY/THE  STATE 


MANN  HUNT  -  Hot  one  -on-one  Action 


u  TALKE  LIVE  -  with  up  to  8  hot  men 
Q  REMATCH  -  For  the  men  of  ybur  choice 
El  RECORD  -  your  private  voice  Mail  Box 

t'-  It  ||  -  ■ 

&  RETRIEVE  -  Messages  other  callers 
1  ftawsl  left  in  your  Mail  Box 

□  HEAR  -  Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center 


MATE 


Pbr.that  meaningful  Relationship 


MAY  APPtXABlE.  GUARANTEED  CONNECTION  WHI 


MUST  BE  18  YRS.  OR  OLDER. 


HOT 

TALKING 

PERSONALS! 


CALL  NOW! 


1  -900-646-4646 


Gay  "Talking  Personals"  for  Dates  and  Friends 
Fun  and  Easy,  with  Voicemail  for  privacy 


S1.45/min.  Gay  owned  and  operated 
More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext.  3626 


PAGE  12  □  JULY  8-14,  1990  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  lo  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

OPEN  HEART  LESBIAN 

Emotionally  stable  easygoing  lesbian  seeks  same  who  is 
confident  adventurous  pragmatic  whose  internal  energy 
is  harmoniously  balanced  with  having  fun  and  pursuing 
personal  political  growth  whose  life  works  well  but 
wants  to  develop  more  Unafraid  of  personal  political 
struggle  committed  to  women  race  class  labor  and 
education  issues  A  woman  who  has  a  love  of  the  out  of 
doors  who  enjoys  discussions  involving  current  concerns 
Someone  who  is  strong  tender  tolerant  affectionate  ex¬ 
pressive  communicative  contemplative  spiritual.  Write 
GCN  Box  394. _ (4) 

LOOKING  FOR  THE  RIGHT  PERSON 
GWM,  28,  5’8",  170  lbs.,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  attrac¬ 
tive,  neal,  clean,  light  body  hair,  masculine.  I  like  the 
beach,  eating  out,  soft  music,  movies,  baseball,  pool, 
reading,  cuddling  and  spending  quality  time  with  you. 
Looking  for  man  who  is  attractive,  masculine,  honest, 
sincere,  clean  shave,  light  to  moderate  body  hair,  19-30, 
gentle  and  likes  to  cuddle.  Take  a  chance  and  write  to¬ 
day!  I  live  in  Lowell  but  can  travel  in  and  around 
Boston.  Safe  sex,  GCN  Box  395. _ (3) 

NEWMR  I0TH  YEAR 

NEWMR’s  tenth  year  festival  celebration.  Labor  Day 
Weekend  8/31  thru  9/3.  Echo  Lark  Camp,  Poyntelle, 
PA.  Camping  and  cabins  available.  Concerts,  perfor¬ 
mances,  video,  crafts  area,  workshops,  swimming, 

more.  For  infor  SASE:  NEWMR-GC,  P.O.  Box  217, 
New  Haven,  CT  06513.  (617)  361-8126. _ (6) 

You’re  7'/2”,  8”,  9”?  Let  us  introduce  YOU  to  REAL 
MEN  now!  617-848-0027. _ (3) 

Musicaly  Poetic  W/M,  42  Athletic,  5’ 11’,  175#,  No- 
Smoke,  No-Dope,  Natural-Food-Wholestic,  Blonde  & 
Blue  appreciate  YOU  —  Special,  Strawberry-Blonde- 
Redhead,  (Bl  OR  LONG  TO  TRY)  Cuddly  Kitten,  and 
correspondence  toward  Real,  Lasting,  Honest,  Loving- 
Sharing  Growth  relationship  —  Sincerity,  Understan¬ 
ding,  and  Laughter.  Box  holder,  Box  360171,  Tampa,  FI 
33673.  All  answered. _ (1) 

ATTENTION  HIV-POSITIVES 

YOUR  “UFE”  STORY 

WANTED  FOR  PUBLICATION 
Proceeds  benefit  non-profit  organizations  involved  in 
the  fight  against  AIDS,  Your  account  of  what  it  was  like 
to  be  present  at  a  momentous  occasion  —  Happy  or 
sad...,  any  event  that  touched  your  life.  Please  include  a 
brief  autobiography.  Confidentiality  protected.  August 
1,  1990  deadline.  Send  to:  “I  WAS  THERE...”  c/o 
Jack  Johnson  POB  61  Astor  Sta.  Boston,  MA  02123.  (2) 

LESBIAN  INTO  SPORTS! 

Lesbian  into  sports  (friends  not)  looking  for  someone 
who  understands  that  Boggs  is  not  a  swamp  and  Bird 
doesn’t  sing  in  a  tree.  GCN  Box  394. _ (2) 

Independence  G.F.  in  wheelchair  looking  for  other  in¬ 
dependence  women  for  company,  good  times,  with  the 
hope  of  Romance  with  Love  and  Trust.  No  drugs.  GCN 
Box  393. _ (3) 


MALE  INCEST  SURVIVORS 

Writer  (also  survivor)  would  like  to  interview  GM  sur¬ 
vivors  for  article.  Confidentiality  assured.  Men  of  color 
an  dmen  with  HIV  infection  particularly  encouraged  to 
respond.  Call  Liz  at  (617)  354-2994. _ (2) 

KEEP  IT  COMING! 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fun  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  —  and 
more  —  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN.  GCN  per¬ 
sonals  are  a  fast,  private  and  effective  way  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple  who  share  your  taste  for  adventure  and  understand 
that  a  little  imagination  goes  a  long  way. 


Announcements 


MALE  INCEST  SURVIVORS 

Writer  (also  survivor)  would  like  to  interview  GM  survivors 
for  article.  Confidentiality  assured.  Men  of  color  and  men 
with  HIV  infection  particularly  encouraged  to  respond.  Call 
Liz  at  (617)  354-2994. _ (2) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5). _ (18.1) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  call  Jennie  or 
Laura  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


Services 


MOPHEAD  CLEANING 

Housecleaning  even  your  mother  will  love.  Call  for  free 
estimate.  666-4610. _ (3) 

RUBBER  STAMPS 

Reasonable  prices,  custom,  novelty,  or  address.  LSASE 
get  catalog.  Home  Business  Opportunities  Package  send 
$2.00.  Dyadic  Merchandising,  127  Lincoln  Street, 
Wayland,  NY  14572. _ 0) 

MOVING  TO  ORLANDO?? 

Unique  Homes  &  Investments,  Inc.,  Paul  R.  Ricci, 
Realtor,  Relocation  Specialist  —  One  Smart  Move! 
“Here  to  Serve  Our  Community”  805  E.  Washington 
St.,  Orlando,  FL  32801.  (407)  774-5961  or  (407) 
425-9982. _ (2) 

DON’T  HAVE  THE  TIME! 

Let  me  cut  your  lawn  or  paint  your  living  room.  7  yrs. 
painting  experience  (interior/exterior)  misc.  contractor. 
Personalized  service.  Call  C.B.  SERVICES  524-7794, 
ask  for  Carol.  _  ~  (5) 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Helpine 


617-267-9001  tty/voice 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 

fundraisers/benefits,  cocktail  parties, 
formal  dinners,  business  functions, 
joining/union  ceremonies 

Coordinating  the  perfect  occasion 
from  start  to  finish. 

(508)  689-0127 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


»  GROUP  * 


♦  GAY  SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER  L.l.C.S.W. 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  *Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential _ 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  o(  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Buie  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x . 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $ . 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $. 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ . 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $. 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ . 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ . 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□SI 5  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $. 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  . 
Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 
(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 
MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


fIDWffY 

KKifMooCtrS 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


COME 

STUFF  THE  PAPER 
WRITE  FEATURES 
TAKE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
ILLUSTRATE 
FILE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
WRITE  NEWS 
ANSWER  PHONES 
PROOFREAD 

VOLUNTEER 

AT  GCN 

CALL  426-4469 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Help  Wanted 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

For  job  openings  at  Gay  Community  News,  see 
pages  4  or  5, _ _ _ 0) 

FULL  CHARGE  BOOKKEEPER 
For  nat’l  non-profit  organization.  Resp:  daily  book¬ 
keeping,  client  billing,  accrual  statements,  payroll, 
payables,  for  3  small,  related  organizations.  3  yrs  exp; 
ability  to  work  independently;  computer  exp.  Full  health 
benefits,  4  weeks  vac,  salary  mid-20’s.  Send  resume  to 
ICA,  58  Day  St.,  Suite  203,  Somerville,  MA  02144. 
EOE. _ 0) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART  TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendant  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist.  No  experience  necessary  but  must  have 
a  driver’s  license  and  be  responsible,  mature,  and 
energetic.  Live-in  gets  free  rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays 
5- 10pm  gets  $190/wk.  Weekends  gets  $180.  Call 
731-6228.  (18.1) 


GCN  Specials 


Practically  complete  set  of  GCN’s  from  Vol.  2  (1974) 
on,  available  for  use  in  archive  or  library  setting.  FREE 
for  the  picking  up  or  mail  cost.  Call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

HUMIDIFIER!!! 

The  office  (people  and  machines)  need  some  wetness  to 
offset  the  dry  heat.  If  you  have  a  humidifier  you’re  not 
using  and  would  like  to  donate,  please  call  Mike 
426-4469.  Thanks. _ 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING 

ASSISTANCE 

GCN  Calendar  needs  a  permanent  volunteer  coor¬ 
dinator!  3-5  hours  a  week.  Typing  skills  a  plus.  Be  on 
top  of  what’s  happening  in  the  les/gay  community!  Call 
Adrianna  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

INDEXING  HELP  NEEDED  AT  GCN 

If  you  would  like  to  help  do  a  simple  title  index  of  the 
last  2  years  of  GCN,  please  call  Mike  at  426-4469. 
Thanks! _ 

CHEAP!!! 

Goldengate  Cullinet  software  package  for  PC  com¬ 
puters.  Contains  spreadsheet,  database,  graph,  edit,  in¬ 
formation  management,  emulator,  and  profile  func¬ 
tions.  Market  value  $695.  Will  sell  for  $300-350.  Call 
Natalie,  426-4469. _ 

TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE! 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  are  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  1  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  you’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  426-4469.  Thanks. _ 

DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 

HEY,  CUTIE,  GOT  THE  TIME! 

GCN  Could  use  a  couple  of  wall  clocks  (or  even  just  lit¬ 
tle  portables).  If  you  got  one  lying  around  that  you 
could  drop  off  or  send  to  us,  we’d  appreciate  it.  In  the 
spirit  of  recycling:  GCN.  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston  MA 
02116.  Thanks. _ (5) 

Practically  complete  set  of  GCN’s  from  Vol.  2  (1974) 
on,  available  for  use  in  archive  or  library  setting.  FREE 
for  the  picking  up  or  mail  cost.  Call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

LIKE  TO  TALK  ON  THE  PHONE! 

I’m  looking  for  a  volunteer  lo  come  in  from  10-2  on 
Thursdays  to  do  just  that!  Answer  phones,  people’s 
questions,  and  refer  calls.  Ask  for  Margaret  426-4469. 

GCN  NEEDS  A  PHOTO  LIBRARIAN 

I’m  looking  for  a  volunteer  to  come  file  photographs. 
Literally  thousands  of  photos  to  browse  through  and 
yes,  file.  See  things  you’ve  only  dreamed  of.  Make  your 
own  hours,  work  at  your  own  pace.  Please  call  Adrianna 
426-4469  if  interested. _ (48) 


For  Sale 


SELLING  IT? 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week! _ 

Newton,  reduced  for  sale,  elegant  3  bedroom,  2  bath 
condo  in  gracious  brick  colonial,  completely  renovated, 
parking,  magnificent  kitchen,  full  dining  room,  fp  living 
room,  a  real  beauty!  $259,000.  964-2456 _ (2) 

10  speed  men’s  frame  bike  good  condition.  Great  bike 
for  city  riding;  also  Fischer  skis  downhill  185”  Salomon 
bindings.  Call  Lisa  (617)  492-1292.  Make  an  offer  now! 

_ (2) 


Roommates 


BROOKLINE  HOME  TO  SHARE 

LF  Mom  and  1 1  year  old  sone  have  huge  bedroom  for 
LF  ind  or  couple.  Fireplaces,  pantires,  2  bathrooms, 
screened  porch,  incredible  yard,  wash/dry,  dishwasher, 
near  D  and  C  lines,  lots  of  sunshine.  Dog  and  cat.  HT 
and  HW  included.  Move  now  or  Sept.  $750.  277-6331. 
_ (2) 

INMAN  SQUARE 

1  LF  seeks  2  to  fill  happy  3  BR  apt.  Roomy,  hw  floors, 
great  location  and  landlady,  yard,  bus  lines;  smoke  and 
pets  neg,  283.33  with  heat.  776-9855. _ (2) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LF’s  seek  4th,  25-plus,  for  our  cozy  coop,  political, 
and  goofy  home.  Close  to  Green  and  Orange  Lines.  225 
plus  utilities.  522-9351. _ (2) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3F  (2L)  seek  4th  for  friendly,  semi-veg,  semi-coop  pro¬ 
gressive  house  near  T,  Pond  and  Arboretum.  No  frets, 
no  smkng.  $270  per  month  plus  !4  util.  Avail  now. 

522-7466. _ (2) 

Feminist  political  activist  sks.  GM/LF  for  sunny  Camb. 

apt.  Parking,  back  porch,  near  T  $225-plus.  876-4818. 
_ (I) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Female  roomate  wanted  for  spacious,  newly  re-painted 
2br  apt.  Hdwd  floors.  Avail  Aug  1.  Rent  is  237.50-plus 
(sec,  dep.  req.).  524-9047.  Lv.  mess. _ (4) 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  JULY  8-14,  1990  □  PAGE  13 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Roommates 


TRY  GCN'S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 


SOMERVILLE 

2LF  seek  L/BiF  for  friendly  indep.  home  in  Winter  Hill. 
Large,  sunny  3BR  with  porches,  parking.  Cat  ok;  no 
drugs/smoking.  $3QO-plus,  avail  9/1. 623-5535. _ 0) 

WATERTOWN 

L  29  seeks  resp.  F  for  large  2bdrm  apt.  2  floors  5  rms 
and  fr.  porch.  Lg  storage.  Driveway,  washer/dryer, 
cleaning  service.  Near  T  and  Square.  525  inlcudes 
everything.  No  drugs/alcohol.  (617)  924-8676.  Avail 
Aug.  I. _ U) 

2LFs  30s  and  cat  seek  LF  for  nice  apt  Union  Square 
Som.  Quiet,  semi-veg,  no  smoking,  min.  alcohol,  no 
more  pets.  $333  plus  $30  g  &  e.  Aug.  1 . 776-7909.  (2) 

2L’s  &  sweet  dog  seek  I  or  2  women  to  share  large 
beautiful  house  and  garden  in  West  Roxbury.  Hard¬ 
wood  floors,  w/d,  really  special!  Flexible,  relaxed  at¬ 
mosphere.  No  Smokers  please.  367-plus  for  3,  $275-plus 
for  4.  Available  August  1 ,  Call  Pat  or  Rebecca  323-6223. 
_ (2) 

Roomate  to  share  4-bedroom,  2  bath  home  in  Natick 
with  2  others.  Washer,  Dryer  —  Convenient  to  Pike. 
Avail  July  15th.  S350-plus.  508-651-8240, _ (2) 

FURNISHED  ROOM 

2  GM’s  are  lookin  gfor  a  thrid  person  to  rent  a  furnished 
room  in  our  spacious  home.  Located  on  T-line  in  Dor¬ 
chester,  in  a  safe  area.  $200.00  plus  partial  utilities,  short 
term  OK!  Call  288-4468  leave  message.  Available  im¬ 
mediately.  (2) 

LF  33  seeks  LF  to  share  2  bedroom  Cambridge  apart¬ 
ment.  Excellent  location,  sunny,  hardwood  floors,  w/d, 
easy  parking.  $475-plus,  August  1st,  Call  492-0837.  (2) 

LF  seeks  2  LF  roommates  for  nice  apartment  in  JP. 
Calm  an  dpredictable  environment.  Available  8/1  and 
9/1.  $325/heat  included.  522-0405. _ (2) 

SOMERVILLE  -  TEELE  SQUARE 
LF  seeks  same  for  quiet,  sunny  5  room  apt.  with  porch¬ 
es.  Close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  Please  no  smoke,  drugs  or  pets. 
$275  plus  utilities  and  security  dep.  Call  628-3216  pis 
leave  message. _ U) 

2LFs  seek  2  L/BiFs  for  sunny  spacious  Pporter  Square 
Camb.  home.  Non-smoke,  min.  drugs/alc.  Great 
women,  great  location.  $3S0-plus.  491-4005 _ 0) 

WOBURN 

Roomate  wanted  non-smoker,  no  drugs  or  alcohol.  Rent 
$315  inlcudes  heat  and  utilities.  Cat  o.k.  Call  932-6318. 
Available  July  1st. _ (2) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2LF’s  plus  cal  seek  F  to  share  spacious  3BR  apt.  near 
pond.  Arboretum  and  t.  No  smokers  or  pets.  Min. 
alcohol.  Avail  8-1.  365-plus.  983-0373. _ (4) 

AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY! 

Arlington:  LF  33  down  to  earth  seeks  same  to  share  sun¬ 
ny  spacious  2-bedroom.  Cat  and  I  prefer  non-smoker! 
$425  plus  utilities.  643-3162  anytime. _ (1) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED 

LF/GM  to  share  modern  house  in  Roslindale.  Wr/dr, 
pool,  tennis  cl.  Near  T  and  Comm.  $383-pIus.  Nancy, 
Cathy,  David  325-3819.  4  July./Aug. _ 0) 

A  VERY  SPECIAL  PLACE 

Melrose:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished  room  in  large, 
updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstreel  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security,  spaciousness 
of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to  downtown 
Boston  from  convenient  T  stop.  Nonsmoking  male. 
$395  including  utilities,  665-6082. _ 0) 


Apartments 


Dorchester-S.  Bos  line.  5rm  (2br),  quiet  area,  nr  T  &  xway. 
$750  no  ht  and  util.  265-8693 _ 0) 

Indescribably  beautiful  1  Bdrm  apt  in  the  trees,  all  new  lesbian 
built  interior,  Dorch  10  blks  to  T/bcach,  offst  pkg,  $645  avail 
now,  436-2583. _ (5) 

Jones  Hill,  Dorchester,  2-br  apartment  with  wood  floors, 
porches,  private  backyard.  Pets  fine.  Near  red  line.  Smoke- 
free.  Lesbian  own/ocv.  $650  plus  utilities.  Available  now. 
288-9136, _ (I) 

JP  APT 

2  BR  3rd  floor  apt.  Avail  July  15th.  800.00-plus.  Skylights, 

piano,  weird  wallpaper  but  nice.  Call  Chevy  524-6121.  Leave 
message. _ (3) 

DORCHESTER 

Renovated  6rm,  2  bdroom,  hardwd  floors,  eat  in  kitchen, 
built  in  china,  w/d  hookup,  back  porch  and  yard,  owner  occ. 
$600  month.  No  utilities.  Available  8/1 . 282-3216  John.  (2) 

DORCHESTER  APT. 

Unique  10  rooms  2nd  and  3rd  floors  of  owner  occupied  two 
family  Victorian.  $l200/monlh  unhid.  Pleasant  Street  area. 
Walk  to  Savin  Hill  T.  288-4664. _ (2) 

ROSUNDALE 

Spacious,  sunny  4-room  apartment.  Hardwood  floors,  w/d 
hookup,  quiet  street,  yard,  close  to  Traasportation.  Lesbian 
owned/occ.  Non-smokers  preferred.  $675  plus  utilities. 
522-7620. _ (2) 

GOOD  DEAL* 

3  bedroom,  6  rooms,  porch  skylights,  new  bath,  easy  to  heat. 

Davis  Square  Somerville.  $900  plus  utilities.  Avail,  immediaie- 
ly.  Call  Barbara  776-9701  or  Cheryl  666-0403. _ (3) 

PROVINCETOWN  RENTAL 

1  Bedroom,  I  'A  baths,  livingroom,  full  kitchen,  sleeps  four, 
Provincctown,  Aug  25-Sept  1 ,  $700,  Call  408-179-4891 ,  (3) 

SAFE  NEIGHBORHOOD 

Bright  sunny  remodeled  1st  fl  2  lam.  Avail  7/1.  $750-plus. 
Large  den,  bdrm,  Ivrm,  eat-in  kitchen,  garden,  porches,  yard. 
Cat  OK,  no-smokers  great.  T  West  Medford  Sq.  Carol 

483-3685. _ 0) 


CAMBRIDGE  -  I  BD  RM 

1  Bd  Rm  apt  with  private  yard  and  off  street  parking,  Cam¬ 
bridge  port,  $775/mo,  one  year  lease  from  Aug  I.  Call 
661-2083. _ (2) 


Housing  Wanted 


NEED  A  NEW  ROOMMATE  IN  JP! 

LF  23  and  calico  cat,  both  responsible  and  independent,  look- 
ing  for  apartment  with  1-4  women.  Call  Michelle,  524-0821.(2) 
APARTMENT-HUNTING  IS  A  BLAST 
Well-not  exactly!  I’m  a  23-y.o.  L.F.  and  I’m  looking  for  an 
easy-going,  independent  and  fun  apartment  somewhere  in 
Cambridge.  I  work  at  GCN,  so  the  rent  has  to  be  kind  of 
cheap.  I  can  move  8/1  —  Call  Margaret  at  426-4469,  M-F  for 
more  info. _ 0) 

SEARCHING  FOR  NIRVANA  IN  JP 
—  an  irreverent  political  semi-coop  with  dykes,  or  maybe  fags, 
near  the  T.  Starling  8/1?  Vegetarian?  Under  $280  for  rent? 
What  more  could  a  girl  ask  for?  If  your  house  is  the  one  of  my 
derams,  or  close,  call  Rebecca  at  524-0821.  (2) 


Summer  Rentals 


PROVINCETOWN 

Brand  new  two  story  townhouses  for  rent.  Each  has  2 
bedrooms,  2  baths,  2  decks,  fireplace,  hardwood  floors 
—  all  overlooking  lovely  gardens!  Five  minute  walk  to 
center  of  town.  $950/week.  Call  (508)  487-1616.  (2) 

VERMONT  FARMHOUSE 

July  24-Aug  26.  8  rooms,  idyllic  setting,  lakes,  water- 
falls,  $800.00.  Call  802-456-8910. _ (2) 

ROCKPORT  Swimmer’s  paradise.  Secluded  site  on 
private  road.  2-acre  fresh-water  pond  at  doorstep. 
Magnificent  sunsets.  Deck.  3  bedrooms,  2  baths. 
Spacious  livingroom,  dining  area.  Eat-in  kitchen, 
dishwasher,  washer,  dryer.  Available  7/28-8/4,  8/27-94. 
$900/ week.  Owner  508-546-7498. _ (4) 


Vacations 


WHITE  MOUNTAINS 
KEZAR  LAKE  AREA 

Very  priv  log  homo,  2hr  plus  loll,  fieldstone  frpl,  hot 
nth.  xunrm.  Avail  mid  wk  &  wkends.  Call  Mark 
267  4966. _ _ 0) 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Willi  19  charming  rooms.  100  scenic,  mountain  acres, 
healed  pool,  hoi  mb.  miles  of  walking  l rails,  yummy 
hreaklasis,  peace  and  privacy,  we're  your  perfect  vaca- 
iioii  choice!  All  summer  spoils  and  spectacular  fall  col¬ 
ors  loo!  I  Hi:  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  II8G,  Bethle¬ 
hem.  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn- 
keepers,  (18.24) 

WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  eo/y  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincctown  har¬ 
bor.  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most  rooms 
private  bath.  7  Wimhrop  Sireet.  Provincetown,  MA 
02617.  (508)487-0094.  (5) 


Publications 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists .  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANAOA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont,  W  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail:  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  lor  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto.  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 

1 1  ■■  ■  ■ 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(ex) _ 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181. _ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful .  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave„  Mt,  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  MI  48219. _ (ex) 


Organizations 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
1  -800-42-BAGLY  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1 .00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018 _ 0 


Movers 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 

Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoistingspecialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day,  any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184. 

MPDU  #23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small. 

_ Very  careful  moveers  641-1234. _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip- 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772, _ Q6) 

ALL  AMERICAN  t  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343,  242-0772. 
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Prisoners 
SeekingH 
friends  I 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 

WORKFORJjJgTjCE^ 


PENPALS! 

Gay  men  (only)  are  encouraged  to  send  short 
penpal  ads,  describing  your  interests,  to: 
Gilson,  Box  3118,  Atlanta  GA  30302.  If  ac¬ 
cepted,  they  will  appear  in  RFD:  the  journal  for 
gay  men  living  out  in  the  country. 


Union  of  Incarcarerated  But  Innocent 

Citizens:  New  organization  formed  to  find 
out  how  many  wrongly  convicted  people  there 
are  in  prison  (innocent,  or  guilty  only  of  defen- J 
ding  yourself;  major  prosecutorial  or  judicial 
misconduct;  or  greatly  mistaken  initial  police 
report.  Newsletter  also  being  published.  For 
more  info  write  to:  Prometheus  Society,  Box 
45126,  Tacoma  WA  98445. 


FREE  BOOKS  &  DICTIONARIES!!  You 
can  get  free  dictionaries  (including 
SPANISH-English  dictionary)  from: 
PRISON  LIBRARY  PROJECT,  976  W. 
Foothill  Blvd,  Claremont  CA  91711. 


PARALEGAL  Studies 

Blackstone  School  of  Law  offers  a  paralegal 
course  for  $550.  including  texts  etc.  For  more 
information  write:  Blackstone  School  of  Law, 
PO  Box  790906,  Dallas  TX  75379. 


WOMEN  OF  POWER;  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 

Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 

quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues;  -v  /-*  ,--v 

single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam-  W  w  \W  \m  Km  \.m  (y  (^  tjJ 

bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 
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I  am  35  yrs  of  age,  Scorpio,  single,  and  would 
like  to  correspond  with  someone. I  like  to  read, 
write,  study,  travel  &  cook.  Vontissue 
BRANCH.02 1-790,  2675  E.  30th  St,  Cleveland 
°H  441 15. 
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ON  “SNITCHES1’:  A  ‘snitch’  turns 
prisoners  in  to  the  Authorities.  GCN  ain’t  got 
no  ‘authority’  over  prisoners.  We’re  just  trying 
to  keep  this  friendship  column  going,  which  it 
ain’t  gonna  do  if  prisoners  are  using  it  for 
scams.  If  you  know  of  anyone  who’s  doing  this,  ! 
let  us  know.  We’ll  just  stop  putting  ads  in  for  1 
them,  that’s  all.  (Thanks) 

Prisoners  and  LETTERS:  The  Post  I 
Office  puts  a  large  messy  postmark  on 
the  front  of  every  envelope  that  they 
handle.  OFTEN  this  postmark 
COVERS  OVER  part  of  your  return] 
address!  (Maybe  this  is  why  you 
didn’t  get  some  responses  to  your  let¬ 
ters.)  REMEMBER  to  write  your  ad¬ 
dress  INSIDE  your  letter,  or  on  the ! 
back  too! 

Tips  about  writing  prisoners: 
FEDERAL  prisoners  are  NOT  allow¬ 
ed  to  write  (directly)  to  other  | 
prisoners;  so  if  you’re  a  prisoner  and 
want  to  write  a  person  in  a  federal 
joint,  you  have  to  find  someone  out¬ 
side  to  forward  your  mail.  (You  can. 
tell  federal  prisoners  by  their  number. 
It  is  five  numbers,  then  a  dash,  then 
three  more  numbers:  like  these  here: 
38670-0J9  or  01835-045. 


I’m  26  and  very  lonely.  I’d  like  a  penpal.  I  love 
all  kinds  of  sports,  rock  ’n  roll,  and  soul  music. 
Will  answer  all  who  write.  Send  photo  if  possi¬ 
ble.  Will  be  out  soon.  Floyd  CREAMER, 
208797  (E-39),  Box  500,  Olustee  FL  32072. 
GCN,  I’m  looking  for  some  penpal  friends.  I’m 
very  lonely  here.  Can  you  point  me  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  someone  who  would  like  to  write  me?  I 
hope  so.  Thank  you  very  much.  John 
TAYLOR,  397179,  PO  Drawer  1072,  Arcadia 
FL  33821. 


It  gets  bad  in  here.  Some  inmates  think  just 
because  you  are  gay  you  have  to  make  love  to 
them.  1  am  a  lost  country  GM  in  need  of  buddy 
letters  to  help  cope  with  this  place.  They  call  me 
‘Wendy’.  Paul  W1NBORN,  106476,  Gar 
|  4-R-12,  LA  State  Prison,  Angola  LA  70712, 

Second  time  around  has  to  be  better  than  the 
first  (no  responses  to  my  ad).  I  wish  to  write  and 
exchange  letters  with  gays,  bisexuals,  cross- 
dressers,  whether  you  are  in  prison  or  in  the  free 
world.  Take  a  chance.  After  all,  you  will  receive 
L  a  reply  from  me.  Thanks.  Louis  REED,  035848, 
3876  Evans  Rd,  Box  50  (M-5),  Polk  City  FL 
33868. 

|«o0e>eeeceeee>e< 

|  I’m  looking  for  a  special  GM  with  hopes  of 
building  and  caring,  healthy  relationship.  I’m 
into  AA  and  will  be  getting  out  in  August  of  this 
year.  I’m  mature,  Will  answer  all  out  of  respect. 
Would  like  to  exchange  photos.  Joseph 
BRYGODZINSKI,  Cottage  9,  Box  1218, 
Shirley  MA  01464, _ 

I’m  40  years  old  and  believe  in  being  open  and 
honest  with  people.  I  enjoy  camping,  cooking, 
swimming  and  photography.  I  would  like  very 
much  to  have  a  penpal.  David  DeVRIES, 
186036,  2400  S.  Sheridan  Rd,  Muskegon  MI 
49442. _ 

Young  gay  white  male  would  like  to  have  a  pen¬ 
pal.  Race  unimportant.  I’m  truthful,  honest, 
sincere  and  for  real.  Seeking  friendship  and 
possible  relationship.  Family  will  not  corres¬ 
pond,  therefore  am  very  lonely.  Richard 
POORMAN,  97168  (6-J-2),  Box  128,  Eddyville 
KY  42038. _ 

Totally  gay  (not  bi),  enjoy  helping  other 
prisoners  with  their  law  research.  Enjoy  reading 
gay  love  letters  from  Black  or  white  men.  Like 
to  exchange  photos.  Can  write  other  inmates  in 
other  prisons.  Friends  call  me  ‘Sparky’.  Robert 
PARKS,  16159  (4-P-4),  818  Jefferson  Ave, 

j  Mounds ville  WV  26041.  _ 

Bi,  30,  seeking  help  to  get  parole  plan  together 

I  to  gel  OUT  of  Texas.  Down  for  Vi  lb.  of  mari¬ 
juana.  Interests  are  dogs,  tame  birds,  classic  lit. 
'l’m  an  auto/boat  refinisher.  Would  like  a 

friend.  No  games  or  head  trips.  Ken  GLENN, 
1495248  Daniels,  Snyder  TX  79549. _ 

II  am  very  lonely  and  in  need  of  tender  loving 

[care.  I  like  feminine  gays  and  those  who  knows 
how  to  treat  their  lover.  I  know  you  are  out 
there  somewhere.  Prisoners  can  write.  Jimmy 
Lee  WRIGHT,  300613,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
75851. _ 

1 1  enjoy  various  sports  and  music,  am  into* 

Spiritual  studies,  meeting  people,  and  working' 
to  aid  youth  in  their  struggle  with  Self  and  Life. 

1 1  am  in  college  endeavoring  to  attain  an 
Associate  of  Arts  degree.  If  you  are  interested 
in  writing  me,  feel  free.  Gregorio  WORKMAN, 
139-630,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699, 

[I'm  22  and  interested  in  finding  a  true  friend. 

I  Can  and  will  write  other  inmates  as  well  as  gays 
in  the  free  world.  William  R.  HILL,  102445, 
Box  128  (5-40-4),  Eddyville  KY  42038. _ 

Would  like  to  correspond  with  others.  Hobbies 
|  are  music  &  arts,  swimming  and  travel.  Will 
return  letters  to  everyone  who  writes.  Herbert 
POOL,  496963,  Ellis  11,  Huntsville  TX  77340, 

I  am  in  prison  for  a  mistake  (drugs).  It  will  take 
7  years  to  correct  this  mistake.  1  would  like  to 
meet  and  write  gay  men  and  women.  Am 
[sincere,  sensitive,  a  person  who’s  in  need  of 
friends.  Steve  SENICH,  182369,  B-73,  500 
[Orange  Ave  Circle,  Belle  Glade  FL  33430. 

]  Young,  well  built,  bi  black  male,  seeks  cor¬ 

respondence  from  all  sincere  and  open  minded 
[adults.  I’m  healthy,  educated  and  lonely.  Don¬ 
ne!  JOHNSON,  24143,  Box  208,  Indian  Springs 
|  NV  89070. _  _ 
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17  Tuesday  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater 
Boston.  Monthly  Meeting.  Topic:  Gay  Dynamics  - 
What  makes  a  gay  relationship  work?  Lindemann 
Center.  25  Staniford  St.  8- 1  Opm.  For  info  742-7897. 
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Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event. 
Photos  encouraged.  Please  specify  if 
event  is/is  not  wheelchair  accessible 
and/or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please 
use  our  format  as  a  guide  for  listings  and 
put  each  event  on  a  separate  sheet  All 
listings  must  be  typed.  Please  note  that 
listings  are  printed  as  space  allows.  We 
regret  that  we  cannot  print  every  submis¬ 
sion.  No  phone  calls,  please! 

7  Saturday 

Provincetown  □  The  NAMES  Project/Boston.  7/6 

and  7/8.  Quilting  bee  and  showing  of  panels  from  Int'l 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt.  Provincetown  Town  Hall.  For  info 
(617)  451-9003. 

Boston  □  “Dancing  Against  the  Darkness’’  Author 
Steven  Petrow.  Booksigning.  Glad  Day  Books.  673 
Boylston  St.  3-5pm.  For  more  info  267-3010. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  13th  Annual  Wake  Up  the  Earth 
Festival.  Crafts,  exotic  foods,  live  music  all  day. 
Stonybrook  Village  Greens.  Lamartine  St.  12-Spm.  For 
more  info  524-3816. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  “Who  Wears  the  Tux?”  Author 
Julia  Willis.  Reading,  booksigning.  Crone's  Harvest.  761 
Centre  St.  3-5pm.  For  more  info  983-9530. 

8  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of 
J.P.  Barbecue  potluck.  Anson  St.  4:30pm.  For  more  info 
524-8070. 

Waltham  □  WOW  Trip  to  Walden  Pond.  1 0am.  For 
info  893-0361. 

9  Monday 

Boston  □  Boston  Living  Center.  General  meeting. 
YWCA.  140  Clarendon  St.  7:30pm.  For  more  info 
236-1012. 

Boston  □  Women:  Sex,  HIV  and  staying  healthy. 

Forum  for  women  sponsored  by  FCHC's  Living  Well 
Series.  332  Newbury  St.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
6:30-8:30pm.  For  info  267-0900. 

Boston  □  First  Night  of  Club  Z.  Dance  party  every 
Monday  through  the  summer.  At  Zanzibar.  One  Boylston 
Place.  I0:30pm-2am. 

10  Tuesday 

Boston  □  4th  Annual  Public  Forum.  FCHC  and 
Community  Research  Initiative  present  a  forum  on  HIV 
treatment  including  Peptide  T.  At  Rabb  Lecture  Hall. 
Boston  Public  Library.  6:30-8:30pm.  For  info  267-0900. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  School  Teachers  and  Ad¬ 
ministrators  Potluck  Picnic.  6:30pm.  For  info 
244-5029. 

Cambridge  □  Other  Mothers.  Meeting  for  non- 
biological  lesbian  co-parents.  7-9pm.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  For  info  354-8807. 

1 1  Wednesday 

Brookline  □  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance  Classes. 

3-week  mini  session.  For  more  info  522-1444. 

Boston  □  BAGLY  Presents  A  Hollywood  Party. 

Prizes  for  best  look-alike.  Obsessions.  132  Portland  St. 
9pm-2am.  $3.  18  and  over.  For  more  info  523-4725. 

Somerville  □  Somerville  Lesbian,  Gay,  Bisexual 
Rights  Activists.  New  group  forming.  7pm.  For  loca¬ 
tion  and  info  628-2532. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights  Forum. 

Sponsored  by  GLAD:  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and 
Defenders.  Learn  how  to  make  the  new  law  work  for  you. 
338  Newbury  St.  Wheelchair  accessible.  7-9pm.  For  info 
426-1350. 


Boston  □  Meeting  of  Hewlett  Packard  Employee 
Group.  Awareness  project  for  lesbian  and  gay  issues  at 
HP.  For  info  (415)329-0809. 

12  Thursday 

Boston  □  The  NAMES  Project/Boston.  Quilting 
bee,  sewing  supplies  provided.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
6-9pm.  For  more  info  451-9003. 

Cambridge  □  Feminist  Cancer  Support  Group.  All 

interested  women  please  attend  to  develop  support  and 
services.  The  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  For  info 
489-3806. 

Cambridge  □  Visions  by  Pearl  Opening.  Photo¬ 
graphs  by  Pearl  Racette  in  the  Gallery  at  Indigo.  823  Main 
St.  7-9pm.  For  info  783-0212. 

13  Friday 

Medford  □  Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers. 

Meeting.  7pm.  For  more  info.  483-368S  or  522-7661. 

1 4  Saturday 

Springfield  □  North  East  Gay  and  Lesbian  Coun¬ 
try  Dance  Jamboree.  Contra,  folk  and  square  dance. 
I2pm-9:30pm.  For  info  625-6732. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Writing  Group.  At  the 

Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  l2-2pm.  For  info 
354-8807. 

Boston  □  Clean  and  Sober  Dance.  For  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community.  YWCA.  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 1  am. 
$5. 

1 5  Sunday 

Watertown  □  The  Neighborhood  Picnic:  GLOW, 
GLOSS,  and  WOW  potluck  picnic.  All  welcome. 
12pm.  For  info  395-4664. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Sunday  Brunch  with  JP  Neigh¬ 
bors.  Doyle’s  Cafe.  Washington  St.  Ilam.  For  info 
524-8070. 

Littleton  □  WOBBLES:  West  of  Boston  Lesbians 
Cookout  and  Swimming  Party.  For  info  (508) 
386-7737. 

16  Monday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Issues  Forum.  Sponsored  by 
Mass.  Women's  Political  Caucus  and  Women's  State-wide 
Legislative  Network.  Gardner  Auditorium  in  the  State 
House.  5:45pm.  For  info  451-9294. 

Boston  □  HIV  testing:  The  Whys,  Wheres  and 
How-tos.  At  Clinical  Partners.  321  Columbus  Ave.  For 
info  536-5950. 

17  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Healing  Service  for  All  Affected  by 
AIDS.  At  Old  South  Church.  Copley  Square.  ASL  inter¬ 
preted.  7:30pm.  For  info  628-7665. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  Meeting 

Topic:  Gay  Dynamics  —  What  makes  a  gay  relationship 
work!  At  Lindemann  Center.  25  Staniford  St.  8- 1  Opm.  For 
info  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  Sushi  Lovers  Social.  At  local  Japanese 
restaurant.  7:30pm.  For  info  (508)  683-0841. 

1 8  Wedesday 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Lunch  Time  Boat 

Cruise.  Meet  at  red  ticket  booth.  12: 10pm.  SI.  For  info 
725-3562. 

WEEKLY  EVENTS 
Saturday 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 


Cambridge  □  Single  Mother’s  Support  Group. 

Free  drop-in  group  with  child  care  and  snacks  on  alternate 
Sat.  At  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  I  Iam-I2:30pm. 
For  info  354-8807. 

Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Soccer  Team.  Seeks  new  ex¬ 
perienced  players.  For  practice/game  schedule  661-6771. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Beverly  □  North  Shore  Lesbian/Gay  Parenting 
Support  Group.  Meets  1st  Sun.  of  each  month.  At  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church.  225  Cabot  St.  6:30-8pm.  For  in¬ 
fo  593-5252. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing  with 
HIV.  30S  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info 
(508)755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1  Opm.  For  info  354-8807. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Lambada  and  Brazilian  Dance  Class. 

Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  128  A  Tremont  St.  4th  fl.  6pm. 
For  more  info  576-1018. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  x 1 908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 
Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  At  Mass  College  of 
Art.  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15pm.  For  info 
266-0628. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA,  140  Clarendon 
St.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The 

Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  info 
354-8807. 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  In¬ 
fo:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Boston  □  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Harriet  Tub- 
man  House.  6:30pm.  For  info  825-2610. 

Medford  □  We  the  People  with  feminist  Sheila  Parks. 
Radio  show  on  WMFO  91.5  FM.  7-9am.  Tufts  University 
radio. 

Worcester  □  Support  Group  for  HIV-positive 
Gay/Bisexual  Men  and  Their  Significant  Others 

Closed  meeting.  At  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305 
Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info  (508)  755-3773. 

Framingham  □  Framingham  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  Group.  People  22  and  under,  meets  1st  and  3rd 
Tuesday.  Civic  League  Bldg.  214  Concord  St.  6-7:30pm. 
For  info  write  P.O.  Box  426,  S.  Framingham,  MA  01701. 


Cambridge  □  Sexual  Harassment  at  Work  Sup¬ 
port  Group.  This  group  will  meet  for  about  7  weeks 
beginning  6/5.  At  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30. 
For  info  354-8807. 

Wednesday 

Springfield  □  Names  Project  Meeting.  New 

Chapter  with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  At 
Frontier.  19  Pearl  St.  7-IOpm.  For  info  (413)788-7459. 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  At  35  Bowdoin 
St.  New  persons’  meeting  6pm.  Women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30.  General  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Worcester  □  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual  youth  21 
and  under.  Meets  1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  of  month  at 
United  Congregational  Church.  6  Institute  Rd.  7pm.  For 
info  (508)  755-0005. 

Worcester  □  Support  Group  for  HIV-positives 
who  are  in  Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed 
meeting.  At  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St. 
7:30-9pm.  For  info  (508)  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  News  Radio  Show  on 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7/11:  ''Are  We  Slowly  Being 
Poisoned!”  7/18:  Surprise  Show  with  Amy  Sands.  8-9pm. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  At  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant 
St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  354-8807. 

Amherst  □  SMU  Gay/Lesbian  Alliance  Sup¬ 
port/Social  group  for  Southeastern  Massachusetts  Univer¬ 
sity  students.  Caleb  Smith  Lounge,  Liberal  Arts  Building 
(use  parking  lot  no.  2).  7:30pm.  For  info  (508)999-8163. 

Thursday 

Boston  □  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  Meets  alternating  Thursdays.  At  The  Center,  rm 
202K.  338  Newbury  St.  6:30-8pm.  For  info  828-3039. 

Boston  □  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  Meets  alternating  Thursdays.  At  The 
Center,  rm  202K.  338  Newbury  SL  6:30-8pm.  For 
info  828-3039. 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  (413)  527-5310. 

Boston  □  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  rm  202.  338 
Newbury  St.  For  info  492-4639. 

Dorchester  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns  Commit¬ 
tee  of  SEIU  Local  509.  Meets  2nd  Thurs.  of  each 
month.  At  Union  Office.  5  Howard  Johnson  Plaza. 
6:30pm.  For  info  282-2509. 

Friday 

Boston  □  Women  in  Black.  Demonstrate  outside 
Israeli  Consulate  in  support  of  the  Palestinian  right  to 
statehood.  Statler  Bldg.  Near  Arlington  St.  Station.  1st 
Friday  of  every  month.  12:30-1 :30pm.  For  info  723-6327. 

Boston  □  Classic  Films  On  Super  8  Film.  At  The 

Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  Free.  For  info 
236-1012. 

Boston  □  Film/Video  Series.  Screenings  with  discus¬ 
sion.  7/6:  Another  Country,  7/13:  Prick  Up  Your  Ears, 
7/20:  The  Women.  The  Center.  338  Newbury  St  8pm. 
For  info  247-2927. 
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By  Lillian  L.  Stevens 

f  l  ■  ’m  impressed  with  Texas,  Texans  in 
I  general  and  Texas  lesbians,  in  par- 
I  ticular,”  said  one  woman  from  Sac¬ 
ramento,  Calif.  Such  was  the  sentiment  that 
was  expressed  again  and  again  throughout  a 
very  rich  weekend,  as  San  Antonio  hosted 
the  third  annual  Texas  Lesbian  Conference, 
“Lesbians  in  the  ’90s:  Speaking  Out,”  May 
18-20. 

The  Texas  Lesbian  Conference  has  quick¬ 
ly  become  a  traditional  gathering  of  women 
from  all  over  Texas  and  beyond.  It  provides 
multicultural  political,  social,  and  educa¬ 
tional  forums  for  the  exchange  of  ideas,  the 
dissemination  of  information,  networking, 
and  the  promotion  of  community.  This 
year’s  event  was  co-sponsored  by  Lesbian 
Information  San  Antonio  (LISA)  and 
ELLAS,  a  statewide  network  of  Latina  les¬ 
bians,  all  under  the  auspices  of  the  Esper- 
anza  Peace  and  Justice  Center. 

This  year’s  gathering  featured  a  lesbian 
film  festival,  an  art  exhibit,  and  a  dance. 
There  were  a  dozen  workshops, 
“Codependency  Issues  with  Lesbian 
Couples,”  “Grassroots  Organizing,” 
“Homophobia  Are  Us,”  among  them. 

This  year’s  conference  built  upon  the  ex¬ 
periences  and  numbers  of  attendees  of  the 
previous  gatherings  held  in  Dallas  and 
Houston.  It  addition  to  topping  the  record 
number  of  attendees  that  gathered  in  Dallas, 
the  San  Antonio  gathering  emulated  the 
spirit  of  the  Houston  conference:  a  genuine 
effort  was  put  forth  to  increase  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  women  of  color  who  have  not 
attended  in  numbers  representative  of  non¬ 
white,  lesbian  populations.  Of  the  more 
than  430  lesbians  that  attended  this  year’s 
conference,  about  21  percent  were  women 
of  color. 

There  was  an  effort  to  get  the  word  out  to 
women  of  color  facilitated  by  a  grant  for 
outreach  materials  from  RESIST  in  Somer¬ 
ville,  Mass.,  and  scholarships  for  women  of 
color  were  made  possible  by  a  grant  from 
the  Live  Oak  Fund  of  Austin,  Tex.  Services 
provided  for  conference  participants  includ¬ 
ed  child  care,  transportation  and  housing. 

One  of  the  12  workshops  held,  the 
“Women  of  Color  Forum”  was  met  with 
some  resistance.  The  question  of  whether  or 


Texas  lesbians, 
in  particular 

The  third  annual  Texas  Lesbian  Conference  builds  on  the 
past  with  a  promise  for  the  future 


not  white  women  should  be  allowed  to  at-  sist  that  they  needed  to  attend  to  better 
tend  became  the  single  focus  of  the  understand  their  sisters  of  color, 
workshop.  Some  white  women  were  asked  Some  women  of  color  contend  that  the 
to  leave  and  did  so,  albeit  reluctantly.  Some  forum  was  necessary  to  be  able  to  address 
chose  to  stay.  issues  such  as  racism  in  the  lesbian/gay  com- 

Even  a  month  later,  the  dialogue  con-  munity  in  an  uninhibited  manner,  without 
tinues  in  “Womanspace,”  a  local  women’s  well-meaning,  well-intentioned  rebuttal, 
newsletter  published  by  LISA.  Some  white  In  my  experience  as  a  woman  of  color,  I 
women  have  argued  that  women  of  color  feel  that  to  admit  the  need  for  lesbian  space 
space  could  only  serve  to  divide  what  was  (exclusive  of  males  and  heterosexuals)  is  to 
foremost  a  gathering  of  lesbians.  Others  in-  address  issues  of  sexism,  heterosexism,  and 


homophobia;  to  deny  the  same  need  for 
women  of  color  space  is  to  deny  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  racism.  Polemics  notwithstan¬ 
ding,  the  conference  facilitated  discussion 
of  the  walls  that  have  existed  between  us  for 
years. 

Powerful  speakers 

The  powerful  presence  of  three  excellent 
keynote  speakers  helped  enrich  the  ex¬ 
perience.  The  Saturday  morning  breakfast 
speaker  was  Leti  Gomez,  a  native  San 
Antonian  currently  serving  as  co¬ 
chairperson  of  LLEGO,  the  Latino/a  Les¬ 
bian  Gay  Organization  based  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

Gomez  spoke  about  the  importance  of 
coalition  building  and  described  the  process 
as  “working  with  other  groups  of  women, 
trying  to  bridge  some  differences.  When  we 
talk  about  lesbians  ‘speaking  out,’  ”  she 
said,  “We  have  to  talk  about  lesbians  listen¬ 
ing  to  one  another.  The  vision  is  still  the 
same.  Getting  there  is  different.” 

Gomez  addressed  the  emotional  and  psy¬ 
chological  difficulties  that  are  engendered 
by  staying  in  the  closet.  “We  need  to  realize 
the  price  that  we  have  to  pay  for  that,”  she 
said,  “We  don’t  share  things,  we  don’t 
acknowledge  our  relationships,  we  live  two 
totally  different  lives,  our  life  with  friends 
and  our  life  with  family.” 

As  for  the  accusations  made  by  conser¬ 
vatives  like  Sen.  William  Dannemeyer  and 
Rev.  Louis  Sheldon  that  lesbians  and  gay 
men  are  out  to  destroy  the  American  family, 
Gomez  responded,  “If  anybody,  we  do  the 
most  to  preserve  our  families”  by  staying  in 
the  closet  and  not  acknowledging  our  rela¬ 
tionships,  and  the  making  of  myriad 
other  sacrifices  that  “protect”  our  families. 

Gomez  closed  by  exhorting  her  audience 
to  “Revel  in  all  the  energy  that  is  here.  We 
are  women  of  many  colors,  women  of  many 
backgrounds  —  keep  those  things  in  mind,” 
she  encouraged.  “And  when  you  think 
you’re  out  there  alone,  remember  that  you 
arc  not  alone.” 

Joan  Nestle,  co-founder  of  the  Lesbian 
Hcrstory  Archives  in  New  York  City  was  the 
lunchtime  speaker.  She  brought  to  the  con¬ 
ference  “voices”  from  the  archives  —  the 

Continued  on  page  8 


From  the  Director  of 

"WOMEN  ON  THE  VERGE  OF  A  NERVOUS  BREAKDOWN" 
"THE  JOYFUL  WORK  OF  A  MASTER  FILMMAKER!" 

"LABYRINTH  OF  PASSION:  A  lively  1  982  farce 
by  Pedro  Almodovar,  just  released  here.  The  plot  is  in¬ 
describable,  involving  a  smorgasbord  of  obsessed  and  out¬ 
rageous  folk  dashing  around  Madrid  in  search  of  such  things 
as  sperm  from  the  imperial  family  of  Iran.  A  terrorist  who 
works  by  smell  (Antonio  Banderas);  a  desperate  empress;  a 
nympho  punk  rockette;  a  healer  laundress;  an  incestuous 
gynecologist  -  all  collide  crazily  in  the  hunt  for  happiness. 

Overcrowded  and  noisy  as  a  rush-hour  subway,  the  story  car¬ 
ries  most  of  its  passengers  to  their  goals.  Its  main  theme  and 
gimmick  is  metamorphosis.  Anybody  can  change  into  any¬ 
thing  they  want  in  this  Ovidian  comedy;  a  fan  becomes  her 
idolized  star;  a  nympho  goes  monogamous  and  a  gay 
straight;  impotence  is  curea  by  incest. 

Taboos  are  dissolved  by  laughter;  childhood  traumas  that 
fixed  characters  are  cured  and  characters  loosened  by  a  sort 
of  dream-rerun  of  the  traumatic  scene.  All  society's  fixating 
dogmas  are  mocked  by  eros,  which  reshapes  people  like 
Play-Doh. 

It's  a  mark  of  the  earliness  of  the  work  that  society,  the  polis, 
offers  too  little  resistance  to  the  play  of  eros;  "Women  on  the 
Verge"  is  tougher  in  this  regard.  But  "Labyrinth"  is  the  joyful 
work  of  a  master  filmmaker  who's  made  tne  city  of  Madrid  a 
new  Forest  of  Arden,  the  playpen  of  the  Western  world." 
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COOUDGE  CORNER  THEATRE 

290  HARVARD  STREET  •  BROOKLINE,  MA  •  734-2500 

Now  playing  -  Exclusive  Boston  Showing 


I  G  O 

NIGHTSTAGE 


I.  AUGUST  29 
DESERT  HEARTS 
with  extra  special  guest 
M’LISS  CALZARETTA 


in  the  gallery 
"VISIONS  BY  PEARL" 
PEARL  RACETTE 


MONTE  CARLO 
NIGHT  to  benefit 
the  INDIGO  WOMEN'S 
SOFTBALL  TEAM 
Thurs.  July  26  •  *  • 


GIVING  IT  ALL  AWAY  CONTEST  ' 
ask  bartenders  for  details  p?. 
WIN  A  NIGHT  ON  THE  TOWN  £1  • 
TICKETS  TO  INDIGO  GIRLS,  * 

BONNIE  RAITT,  AND  A  WHOLE 
LOT  MORE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  ' 
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FREE  ADMISSION  BEFORE  IOPmM 
ALL  SUMMER  LONG! 
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The  Club  lor  Women 
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853  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  05139  1617)497-7500  }  * 


INDIGO'S  Hours:  Wed  BPM-1AM  •  Thurs  4PM-SAM  5S.  •  Fri  4PM-SAM  S3.  •  Sat  9PM-2AM  S5. 
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